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PHASE	I:	Letter	of	Intent
Last	updated:	06/28/2016

Basic	Contact	and	Application	Information

Page	1

Applicant	groups	and	Existing	Education	Corporations	interested	in	submitting	an
application	to	establish	Regents-authorized	charter	schools	are	asked	to
complete	this	brief	information	sheet.	The	Department	will	use	this	information
to	plan	and	coordinate	peer	review	panels	with	appropriate	expertise	to	evaluate
all	application	materials.

Please	indicate	whether	an	Applicant	Group	(operates	no	charter	schools	to	date)
or	an	Existing	Education	Corporation	(operates	a	least	one	charter	school)	is
submitting	this	Round	1	Letter	of	Intent.

Applicant	Group	LOl	to	establish	a	single,	new	charter	school

Proposed	Charter	School	Name
(Please	write	out	the	full	name	for	the	proposed	charter	school,	and	include	the	words	"charter"	and
"school"	in	the	proposed	name(s)).

School	Name Truxton	Academy	Charter	School

Grades	Served	(K-5,	.6-8,	9-12,	etc.)	During	Initial
Term K-4

Max	Number	of	Students	During	Initial	Term 80

Proposed	or	Current	Board	Chair	and	Public	Contact	information,	including
mailing	address,	phone	number,	and	email	address.
(The	entire	chart	may	not	be	visible	on	your	screen.	Use	the	"tab"	key	to	move	from	column	to
column.	The	first	column	will	remain	static	as	you	do	so).

First	and	Last	Name Best	Phone	Number
(###-###-####)

Email	Address
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Proposed/Current	Board
Chair Lucinda	Denkenberger

Public/Media	Contact
Person

Kimberlee	Jeanetta
Laudermilk

List	of	Key	Design	Elements
(Integral	to	the	school	model,	these	elements	should	be	reflected	throughout	the	application)

1 Project	Based	Learning

2 Agricultural	and	Environmental	Focus	Incorporating
STEM

3 Spanish	in	the	Elementary	School

4 (No	response)

5 (No	response)

6 (No	response)

7 (No	response)

8 (No	response)

9 (No	response)

10 (No	response)

If	available,	please	provide	the	URL	to	the	website	established	for	the	proposed
school	or	existing	education	corporation.

http://www.truxtonacademycharterschool.org/

Proposed	Management	and/or	Partner	Organization(s),	such	as	a	charter	or
educational	management	company	or	a	university,	academic	program	partner,	or
whole	school	change	partner.
(Refer	to	the	application	kit	for	definitions	and	guidance	as	only	"substantial"	partnerships	should	be
listed	here).

Proposed	Management	Company (No	response)

Partner	Organization	1 Truxton	Alumni	&	Community	Supporters,	Inc.

Partner	Organization	2 (No	response)

http://www.truxtonacademycharterschool.org/
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Proposed	Board	Chair	Signature

(Internet	Explorer	may	not	support	this	feature.	Open	the	portal	using	Google	Chrome,	Firefox,	or
Safari).

Date

2016/06/28

Thank	you	for	completing	this	form.	
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I. Applicant Group Information 

a) Members’ names, contact information, and current employment: Please see Table 1 

b) Members’ roles and relevant qualifications: Please see Table 1 

c) Public contact: K. Jeanetta Laudermilk,  and our 
school website: truxtonacademycharterschool.org. 
d) Application history:  The Truxton Academy Charter School Team (TACS) began the process of 
designing a new educational option in June 2014.  In February 2015 and June 2015, our team 
submitted LOI applications to NYSED that were denied.  By March 2016, the TACS team had 
grown in support and resources and chose to submit an LOI to SUNY Charter School Institute 
(CSI), which was approved.  A full proposal was submitted on March 29, 2016 and subsequently 
withdrawn:  As a result of feedback from SUNY CSI and NYSED, our team rebuilt and re-
structured our background information to better explain the area demographics, community 
outreach, and recruitment and retention design. 
 

II. Proposed Charter School Information 

a) Proposed school name:  Truxton Academy Charter School 
b) Proposed school location: Homer Central School District, the former Hartnett Elementary 
school building, 6337 Academy Street, Truxton, NY 13158, now owned by partner organization. 
c) Planned grades and enrollment: 

 KINDERGARTEN 1ST 2ND 3RD 4TH 5TH 6TH TOTALS 

2017-2018 16 16 16 16 16 - - 80 

2018-2019 19 19 19 18 18 18 - 111 

2019-2020 20 20 20 20 19 19 18 136 

2020-2021 20 20 20 20 19 19 19 138 

2021-2022 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 140 

 
d) Proposed partner organization:  Truxton Alumni and Community Supporters, Inc., Truxton 
Academy Academic Advisory Panel (including SUNY Cortland and Syracuse University) 
e) Proposed school mission: Truxton Academy Charter School will cultivate an enthusiasm for 
learning through a project-based curriculum that celebrates our rural life, environmental 
stewardship, and our agricultural heritage.  Through real world, student-centered learning we 
will plant a foundation for future academic success. 
f) School overview:  Truxton Academy Charter School (TACS) will be located in Truxton, New 
York, a rural town with a population of 1,121 (2014 estimate), surrounded by farms, forests and 
nature areas.  It is situated in northern Cortland County and is typical of numerous small towns, 
villages, and hamlets in Upstate New York.  The racial composition of the Town is 97.55% White 
with all other ethnic groups totaling 2.45% (including Hispanic or Latino, the second largest 
single ethnic group at 0.65%).  The per capita income for the town is $16,516, with 8.9% of 
families and 11.6% of the population below the poverty line.  (U.S. Census, 2000)   

Rural poverty (59 % Free and Reduced Price Lunch (FRPL), 2014-2015), physical 
isolation, lack of public transportation options, and lack of educational diversity limit families’ 
ability to choose an alternative to the local district school.  In addition, adjoining districts, 
Cortland, McGraw, Homer and DeRuyter, have demonstrated low to average elementary 
student academic achievement on NYS test scores.  In spite of these difficulties, the desire for 
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an alternative public school option has led families to seek different opportunities for their 
children including home-schooling or private schools, as evidenced by decreasing public school 
enrollment and continued interest in those alternatives. TACS expects to attract area students 
who are looking for an accessible, affordable, alternative learning experience of academic 
excellence.  TACS will provide parents and students with a much-needed, tuition-free expanded 
educational choice, as well as an alternative elementary school of academic excellence for all 
income levels.* 

Truxton and neighboring rural communities have few residents who are English 
Language Learners.  However, we will facilitate the best learning environment possible for this 
demographic.  Research to find the ELL families within a 10-mile radius of Truxton found 19 
children, age 8 and under, from Spanish-speaking migrant families employed on 13 of the 82 
farms.  Some of these students have a tutor or migrant outreach staff to support their 
educational progress, but many have limited interaction with age group peers. The Truxton 
Academy Charter School will hire an ESL bilingual teacher and communicate with families in 
their home language, as described in section III(c), below. 
 
TACS Key Design Elements 
The key design elements are designed to implement important objectives highlighted in the 
New York Charter Act (Education Law 2850(2)).  

 Project-Based Learning (PBL) - This learning strategy will be incorporated and integrated 
into all aspects of the curriculum.  It will actively engage students at all grade levels in 
meaningful hands-on problem solving learning.  PBL will facilitate a curriculum to 
improve student learning and achievement.*  

 Agricultural and Environmental Focus Incorporating Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) resources- Project Lead the Way will provide a curriculum resource 
that aligns with Common Core Math, English State Standards and Next Generation 
Science Standards.  TACS will provide technology- based instruction to provide academic 
skills needed in today’s society. This design element encourages the use of different and 
innovative teaching methods.*   Several local businesses have offered to collaborate 
with TACS to expose local children to technology, the complexity of modern business 
tools, and the applied education that is essential to succeed in the 21st century economy. 

 Spanish in the Elementary School-   Truxton Academy Charter School is committed to 
preparing the foundation for success by teaching Spanish at all grade levels while also 
serving local bilingual families.  No local school districts offer this option at the 
elementary level.  Research has shown that the introduction of a second language in 
elementary education correlates with positive academic outcomes (American Council on 
the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), 2015).  This design element expands 
learning experiences for all students including those at risk for academic failure.*  

 
  “Rural schools fill an integral role as centers of the community and as a bridge for youth to 
connect with the broader society in fulfilling their dreams and ambitions.”  (Rural Vision 
Initiative, Fall 2006, p.9) 
 

*NY Charter Act (Education Law 2850 (2)) 
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Extensive informational events to educate and notify residents of our efforts have 
consistently uncovered a widely shared desire to establish an alternative elementary school 
that will provide a unique learning experience.  TACS will allow local and neighboring rural 
students to learn in a rigorous academic environment.  This curriculum will create a foundation 
for a dynamic, exciting elementary school that can compete successfully with other local school 
options. 

In summary, the Truxton Academy Charter School will: 
 Provide educational opportunities and choice for low and middle income rural 

elementary students and families, 
 Raise student academic achievement and develop career readiness skills, 
 Develop PBL, STEM, and Spanish skills, as part of a creative, dynamic curriculum, 
 Introduce rural agricultural and environmental awareness using place-based experiential 

learning, 
 Introduce world knowledge with a rural focus, and 

 Pilot a successful charter school model for rural communities in Upstate New York. 
 

g) Target population/community to be served:  
The intended target population consists of students within a 15-mile radius of the proposed 
facility who are currently assigned to the Homer Central School District and four neighboring 
school districts, along with home-schooling families seeking choice in educational venues. The 
target population includes 59% economically disadvantaged students, 15.3 % students with 
disabilities, and formally 0% English Language Learners (although again, our own research 
found 19 children age 8 and under in migrant families employed on local farms). 
h) Replication of high quality school models:  Not applicable.  We are not replicating because 
there is no successful agriculturally based rural charter school model in NYS currently. 
 

III. Enrollment and retention of students with disabilities, English language learners, and 
students who are eligible applicants for the Free and Reduced Price Lunch (FRPL). 
Recruitment and Enrollment  
Recruitment and Enrollment will be mission-focused toward underserved students who reside 
in a rural 15-mile radius of TACS’s proposed location.  Extensive outreach efforts will continue 
via radio, local newspapers, social media and the TACS website. Direct mailers will be sent to 
farms with migrant workers.  Recruitment brochures will be posted in local businesses, 
community centers, food pantries, low income housing areas, day care centers, and preschools 
to ensure we attract all student groups.  TACS will give preference through a weighted lottery to 
pupils self-identified as students with disabilities, ELL, and/or who qualify for FRPL. 
a) Targeted Population:  To attract students from the 15-mile radius of Truxton, TACS will hold 
community and parent presentations at community centers, libraries, and community-wide 
child care centers throughout the area. The TACS applicant group will share information with 
local Parent Teacher Organizations, businesses, organizations and professionals that serve 
students and families in the greater Truxton area.  We will continue to recruit students on our 
website: www.truxtonacademycharterschool.org. 
b) Students with Disabilities:  In order to reach special education students in our rural area, we 
will contact organizations and agencies serving children with special needs and their families, 
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such as the Cortland County Health Department – Children with Special Needs Division, which 
includes the Pre-K Special Education Program and the Physically Handicapped Children’s 
Program.  We will also connect with the Coordinated Children’s Services Initiative (CCSI) and the 
Franziska Racker Centers for children with disabilities.  Research supports the Project Based 
Learning (PBL) teaching style to be a very supportive learning curriculum for many children with 
special needs, including those with Autism and ADD. (Bottge, B. A. (2001), Teaching Exceptional 
Children, 34 (1)) TACS will explain to parents and guardians how the charter school will adjust 
staffing and programming to accommodate students with disabilities. 
c) English Language Learners:  A survey conducted earlier this year determined that the 
elementary schools in the 6 school districts adjacent to Truxton do not offer a Bilingual 
Language Program for ELL students. By contrast, TACS will employ a bilingual ESL teacher. In 
order to reach families with limited English proficiency, our Student Enrollment Form and 
School Information Flier have already been translated into Spanish and will be direct mailed to 
farms where the families and children live.  To further recruit ELL students, the TACS ELL 
teacher will personally visit these farms to administer the Home Language Survey and invite 
them to enroll in TACS. 
d) Students Eligible for FRPL:  TACS is located in rural central New York, where 59% of families 
are economically disadvantaged and their children qualify for the FRPL program.  Our fliers and 
handouts will include statements of participation in the FRPL program.  We will emphasize the 
location of the school to draw from surrounding impoverished neighborhoods where the school 
is situated.  Additionally, recruitment brochures will be distributed to local food pantries and 
agencies that serve low income families.   
 
Student Retention 

a) Targeted Population:  TACS will boost student retention by developing a close, supportive 
School Family among students, parents, staff, and other family members through regular 
communication and events, such as orientations, conferences, home visits, celebrations, 
performances, and monthly family events.  TACS teachers will act as important liaisons for 
helping to identify any needs that may place a child at risk, academically or socially.  These 
needs will be addressed in a timely manner utilizing both school and community resources.  Our 
staffing pattern and community volunteers will contribute to a low student-to-teacher ratio to 
ensure that students have a resource-rich environment with time and attention to reach 
mastery of reading and math skills.  In addition, we have established the Truxton Academy 
Academic Advisory Panel with representatives from the Schools of Education at SUNY Cortland 
and Syracuse University who plan to offer placement for student teachers at TACS.  
b) Students with Disabilities:  In order to retain special education students, TACS will hire 
teachers with special education certifications to ensure instruction is provided in accordance 
with students’ IEPs.  The Special Education Teacher/Coordinator will work closely with 
classroom teachers to assess and monitor student growth.   TACS’s leadership team will 
communicate with parents on a regular basis regarding their student’s progress and any IEP 
modification needed to provide opportunities for students to excel. 
c) English Language Learners:  TACS will hire an ESL bilingual teacher who will work in 
collaboration with all classroom teachers to help ELL students learn English as well as assist 
English-speaking students in learning Spanish.  Communications with families will be in the 
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June 28, 2016 

home language, and we will have a translator available for parent conferences and school 
events so that ELL students and families can be full participants in TACS events.  We will support 
families’ native language in their learning with an approach that values Latin American culture 
and literature.  Our website will have links to bilingual and translated materials (school 
information, applications, etc.) for all families and students.  
d) Students eligible for the FRPL:  Truxton Academy Charter School will develop a close, 
supportive School Family among students, parents, staff, and other family members through 
regular communication and events.  Teachers and staff will respectfully communicate and 
partner with parents throughout the year.  They will continuously monitor and measure 
parents’ perception of TACS programs and their child’s academic and social/emotional 
progress.  Our leadership team will collaborate with classroom teachers to provide struggling 
students with intensive Response to Intervention (RTI) instruction in order to close 
achievement gaps by preventing smaller learning problems from becoming insurmountable 
gaps. 
 

IV. Public Outreach and Community Support 
a) Public outreach conducted to date:  Throughout the past two years, the TACS applicant 
group has conducted significant community outreach to gauge support for the school proposal, 
understand the needs of parents, families and the community, and solicit feedback to guide and 
shape our school design.  A detailed list of outreach efforts to obtain feedback from September 
2014 through June 2016 is included in Table 2.  
b) Parent interest assessment:  The applicant group shared an overview and a petition stating 
“I support Truxton Academy Charter School to create an additional educational opportunity for 
students in Truxton and surrounding communities.”  This petition was signed in person and 
online by 459 community members, many of whom are parents. 
In addition, the applicant group created and distributed prospective enrollment forms.   To 
date, we have received 93 prospective student enrollments from area parents.  We expect this 
number to increase with NYSED approval.  The applicant group has received numerous letters 
of support for the creation of TACS from parents, other community members and local and 
state legislators. 
 

This past year, the Truxton Town Board began a comprehensive town plan including a survey 
mailed to all residents asking their opinion on creating a charter school in Truxton.  Seventy-
nine percent (79%) of respondents either favored or were neutral to having a charter school in 
Truxton. 
 

V. Proposed Board Chair Signature and Date 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Lucinda Denkenberger            Date 
 
 
 



TABLE 1: APPLICANT GROUP INFORMATION
*Minimum of 5 members must be designated as Trustees

APPLICANT GROUP 

MEMBER NAME

PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS CURRENT EMPLOYMENT RELEVANT EXPERIENCE, SKILLS, AND 

ROLE ON APPLICANT GROUP (Key 

Words)

PROPOSED 

ROLE (if any) 

(Trustee, 

Employee, 

Consultant, or 

PROPOSED 

POSITION ON THE 

BOARD (e.g., officer, 

trustee, or 

constituent 

LENGTH 

OF 

INITIAL 

TERM

VOTING 

MEMBER 

(YES OR 

NO)

Lucinda Denkenberger Retired Educator

Experienced educator, elementary 

education, multi-age classrooms, 

curriculum development, 

Trustee President 3 years Yes

Kimberlee Jeanetta 

Laudermilk
Manager at New Penn Farm

Agribusiness, computer, marketing, 

public relations, fundraising, 

management

Trustee Vice President 3 years Yes

Elaine Sturges Naturalist/Retired

Experienced educator, 20 years of 

experience facilitating environmental 

education programs for teachers & 

students, agricultural background, 

grant writing, curriculum 

development

Trustee Trustee 3 years Yes

Krysta Austen Childcare Provider/Owner
Teacher training, marketing, public 

relations, fundraising
Trustee Treasurer 3 years Yes

Stuart Young
Owner/Manager East River 

Dairy, LLC

Business Owner, Community 

Member
Trustee Trustee 3 years Yes

Korinne L'hommedieu Division Accountant

Fiscal Operations, Marketing, Public 

Relations, Organizational 

management 

Trustee Trustee 3 years Yes

Adam Aldrich DEC Operations Supervisor

Capital and operational 

management, fiscal operations, 

strategic planning, organizational 

management

Trustee Trustee 3 years Yes

John Tillotson
Professor, Science Education 

Syracuse University

Experienced educator, Grant writing, 

Experience assisting rural schools in 

New York State, Science education, 

Next Gen Science Standards

Trustee Trustee 3 years Yes

Beth Shiner Klein*
Professor of Education SUNY 

Cortland

Experienced educator, 

Environmental/sustainability 

education,

Trustee Trustee 3 years Yes



Tom Brown Physician Assistant
Fiscal Operations, Public Relations, 

Strategic Partnerships
None

Constituent 

Representative
3 years No

Lydia Aris-Brown Veterinarian
Management, Public Relations, 

Strategic Partnerships
None

Constituent 

Representative
3 years No

Patty Dawson Marketing Consultant

Marketing, Public Relations, 

Computer skills, Organizational 

management 

None
Constituent 

Representative
3 years No

* Beth has been an active Board Member and important part of our curriculum development and key design elements.  Unfortunately, Beth has been out of town and unavailable for several weeks 

due to a family medical situation and we do not have her complete paperwork at this time.  We have attached the first page of the BOT application and her resume.



Table 2:  Public Outreach Information 
 

Date(s) of 
Outreach 

(mm/dd/yy) 

Description of 
the Outreach 

Location of 
Outreach 

Target 
Stakeholder 

Group 

Feedback 
Obtained 

 

Action Taken on 
Feedback 

Number of 
Attendees 

 
09/28/14 

 

Information 
booth with info 

on proposed 
Charter School 

 
Truxton Town 

Park 

Families with 
children and 
community 
residents 

Questions about 
a charter school 

and how it 
would operate 

Planned further 
informational 

activities 
 

 
75 

 
10/19/14 

 

 
School Forum 

 
Truxton Town 

Hall 

Families and 
community 
residents 

Need for further 
outreach 
regarding 

charter school 

 
Planned further 

outreach 

 
15 

 

 
 

12/3/14 
 
 

 
Hartnett 

Community 
Forum 

 
Homer Center 
for the Arts, 
Homer, NY 

Families and 
residents in 

Homer, 
Cortland, and 

Truxton 

Options utilizing 
Hartnett School 

including 
starting a 

Charter School 

Focus on 
pursuing a 

charter school as 
most viable 

option 

 
 

120 

 
 

12/22/14 
 
 

Seeking 
community 

input on 
educational 

options 

 
Truxton Fire 

Station, Truxton, 
NY 

 

 
Families and 
community 
residents 

Community 
voted to pursue 

creation of a 
Charter School 

in Truxton 

TACS Board of 
Trustees created 
and community 

members 
recruited 

 
 

60 

 
 

1/21/15 
 

Special Meeting 
with Homer CSD 

BOE & 
community 

 
Hartnett School, 

Truxton, NY 

Homer CSD 
Board of Ed and 

Truxton 
Community 

Homer BOE had 
no interest in a 

conversion 
charter school 

TACS Board  
moved forward 

to create a 
charter school 

 
 

45 

 
1/30/15 

 
 

Parent Survey 
on local 

education 

Hartnett School 
Facebook Page 

Social Media 

Parent input on 
local education 

Parents looking 
for > educational 

choices 

Used to develop 
educational 

model 

 
12-15 



Date(s) of 
Outreach 

(mm/dd/yy) 

Description of 
the Outreach 

Location of 
Outreach 

Target 
Stakeholder 

Group 

Feedback 
Obtained 

 

Action Taken on 
Feedback 

Number of 
Attendees 

 
4/18/15 

 
 

 
Information 

Booth at Plow 
Day Celebration 

 
East Homer 

Grange/Church 

 
Families and 
community 
residents 

 
New volunteers 
to support TACS 

efforts 

Increased 
interest in 
pursuing 

creation of 
Charter School 

 
 

80 

 
 

4/19/15 
 

Official TACS 
website and 

Facebook page 
launched 

 
Internet 

Families and 
educators in 

extended 
Central NY area 

Steady increase 
in enrollment 
and questions 

about TACS 

Expanded 
information 
translated in 

Spanish to ELL 
families 

 
 

250 

 
5/9/15 

 
 

TACS fliers 
distributed 

house to house 
in Truxton area 

 
Truxton rural 

area and village 
of Homer, NY 

Homer Central 
School District 

families and 
taxpayers 

Generally 
positive support 
for creating the 
Charter School 

in Truxton 

Expanded area 
support for the 
Charter School 

 
 

300 

5/12/15 
 

Direct mail 
campaign 
explaining 
proposed 

Charter School 

 
Truxton and East 

Homer Mail 
Delivery 

 
Families and 

residents 

Increased 
completed 
enrollment 
forms from 

families 

Confirmed 
community 
interest in 

pursuing TACS 

 
 

2260 

5/25/15 
 

Fliers distributed 
with Memorial 

Day Parade float 

 
Truxton, NY 

Families and 
residents in the 

Truxton area 

Continued 
interest in the 
Charter School 

Confirmed 
community 

interest in TACS 

 
45 

 
5/29/15 

 

 
Meeting with 

Senator Seward 

 
Oneonta, NY 

 
Legislative 

support 

 
Received letter 
of support from 
Senator Seward 

 
Continued 

efforts to reach 
other legislators 

 
4 
 
 
 



Date(s) of 
Outreach 

(mm/dd/yy) 

Description of 
the Outreach 

Location of 
Outreach 

Target 
Stakeholder 

Group 

Feedback 
Obtained 

 

Action Taken on 
Feedback 

Number of 
Attendees 

 
6/2/15 

 

 
Circulated TACS 

fliers at Dairy 
Parade 

 
Cortland, NY 

 
Cortland County 

residents 

Raised 
awareness of  

Charter School 
efforts 

Need to 
continue 

outreach efforts 

 
100 

 
6/6/15 

 
Community Barn 

Dance 
 

Forest Lake 
Campground, 
Truxton, NY 

Families and 
community 
residents 

High interest in 
continuing to 

develop a 
Charter School 

Funds raised to 
help advertise 

TACS 

 
150 

 
 

6/13/15 

 
Hartnett School 

Carnival 
Information 

Booth 

 
 

McGraw Field, 
Truxton, NY 

Homer School 
District families 
and community 

residents 

Specific requests 
for including 

agriculture, the 
arts and physical 

education in 
TACS curriculum 

Included 
requested 

curriculum areas 
in Charter 

School design 

 
 

50 

 
 

7/7/15 

Cortland County 
Junior Fair 
Children’s 

Activities & 
Information 

Booth 

 
Cortland 

Fairgrounds, 
Cortland, NY 

 
Cortland and 

Homer families 
and legislators 

Positive 
responses from 
local and state 

legislators 

Encouraged 
further dialogue 

between 
legislators and 
Homer School 

District 

 
 

60 

 
 

7/15, 11/02, 
11/14, 11/21 

 
Meetings with 

local elementary 
teachers 
regarding 

proposed TACS 
curriculum 

 

 
 

Truxton/East 
Homer, NY 

 
 

Local educators 

 
Positive 

feedback and 
suggestions 

from teachers 
regarding TACS 

Full Proposal 

 
Made positive 
revisions on 

sections of TACS 
Full Proposal  

document 

 
 

5 



 

Date(s) of 
Outreach 

(mm/dd/yy) 

Description of 
the Outreach 

Location of 
Outreach 

Target 
Stakeholder 

Group 

Feedback 
Obtained 

 

Action Taken on 
Feedback 

Number of 
Attendees 

 
 
 

7/31/15 
 

Meeting with 
Truxton Town 

Board & Homer 
School District to 

strengthen 
relationship with 

TACS efforts 

 
Homer Central 
School District 

Office 
Homer, NY 

 
Truxton Town 

Board & Homer 
Central School 

District 

Homer School 
District was 

committed to 
disposing of the 
Hartnett School 

building in 
Truxton, NY 

Truxton Town 
Board and TACS 
committed to 

acquiring 
Hartnett School 
building for the 
Charter School 

 
 
 

8 

 
8/03, 8/10, 8/17, 

and 8/24/15 

 
Summer Recess 

Activities for 
Children 

 
Hartnett School 

Playground, 
Truxton, NY 

 
Local families 
with children 

 
Need for more 
advertising and 

information 

Increased 
posting of 
events and 

activities using 
websites & signs 

 
8-10 

 
9/12/15 

 

 
Tully Community 
Fair and Parade 
– Information 
Booth & Float 

 
 

Tully, NY 

Families with 
children in the 

extended 
Charter School 

area 

Residents 
requested 

inclusion of the 
arts and Spanish 

in the 
curriculum 

Explored and 
included Spanish 

and the arts in 
our TACS 

elementary 
curriculum 

 
 

25 

9/16/15  
Meeting with 

academic 
resource people 

 

 
Truxton Church, 

Truxton, NY 

SUNY Cortland 
Professor and 
Ithaca Charter 
School teacher 

Encouraged 
Project-Based 

Learning & 
administrative 

guidance 

Confirmed 
inclusion of 

Project-Based 
Learning in 
curriculum 

 
 

5 

9/27/15 
 

Information 
Booth, Petting 

Zoo, Youth 
Activities 

Harvest Fest 
McGraw Field 
Truxton, NY 

Families with 
children and 
community 
residents 

330 residents 
signed a petition 
in support of the 
Charter School 

Confirmed 
community 

support for the 
Charter School 

 
 

400 



Date(s) of 
Outreach 

(mm/dd/yy) 

Description of 
the Outreach 

Location of 
Outreach 

Target 
Stakeholder 

Group 

Feedback 
Obtained 

 

Action Taken on 
Feedback 

Number of 
Attendees 

 
10/7, 10/14, 

10/20, 10/26/15 

Meet/Greet with 
Area School 

Board Members- 
Presentation on 
proposed TACS 

McGraw, 
DeRuyter, 

Fabius-Pompey, 
Tully, NY 

School Board 
Members in 
neighboring 

School Districts 

Respectful 
responses and 

questions 
regarding TACS 

Set community 
meetings in each 

location for 
further outreach 

 
10-15/meeting = 

40-60 total 

 
10/14, 10/15, 

10/21, 10/27/15 

Informational 
meetings in 

adjacent school 
districts 

McGraw, 
DeRuyter, 

Fabius-Pompey, 
Tully, NY 

Families of 
young children 
and community 

residents 

 
Negligible 

attendance 

Learned the 
challenges of 

publicizing 
activities in our 

rural area 

 
 

12 

 
 
 

10/17/15 
 

 
Taste and Toast 

Fundraiser 
& Information 

Event 

 
 

Labrador 
Mountain, 

Truxton, NY 

 
 

Truxton Alumni 
and Community 

Residents 

Positive 
encouragement 

and financial 
support for 
obtaining 

Hartnett School 
and creating 

TACS 

Truxton Alumni 
& Community 

Supporters 
purchased 

Hartnett School 
on 10/29/15 to 

house the 
Charter School 

 
 
 

300 

 
 

11/04/15 

 
 

Visit and tour of 
Finn Academy 
Charter School 

 

 
 

Elmira, NY 

 
 

TACS Board and 
Applicant Group 

Met with Head 
of School who 

shared the 
importance of 

community 
feedback and 

documentation 

TACS Board and 
Applicant Group 

increased 
community 

outreach and 
continued 

Work on Full 
Proposal 

 
 

 
 
 

6 



Date(s) of 
Outreach 

(mm/dd/yy) 

Description of 
the Outreach 

Location of 
Outreach 

Target 
Stakeholder 

Group 

Feedback 
Obtained 

 

Action Taken on 
Feedback 

Number of 
Attendees 

 
 

12/14/15 

 
 

Truxton 
Community 

Meeting 
 

 
 

Truxton Fire 
House, Truxton, 

NY 
 

 
 

Community 
residents and 
area families 

Positive support 
for project-

based learning, 
Spanish and 

agriculture and 
environment in 

curriculum. 

Clarified and 
included 
physical 

education, the 
performing arts 
and enrichment 

in the curriculum 

 
 

45 

 
 

12/16/15 

 
 

Meeting at SUNY 
ESF 

 

 
SUNY ESF 
Campus, 

Syracuse, NY 

 
Academic 

resources and 
support 

Discussed 
educational 
needs and 
proposed 
academic 

partnership 

Agreed to create 
an Academic 

Advisory Panel 
for the Truxton 

Academy 
Charter School 

 
 

10 

 
 

1/27/16 

Began Facebook 
campaign-asked 

questions on  
school culture, 

school day, 
uniforms, etc. 

 

 
 

Facebook, 
Internet 

Parents, families 
and community 

members 

Uniforms not 
desired 

Length of school 
day – mixed 
responses 

After School 
activities desired 

TACS will not 
have uniforms, 
will continue to 
develop After 
School choices 

 
 
 

12-15 

 
 
 

2/21/16 

 
Onsite visit to 

Hartnett School 
by 

Assemblywoman 
Claudia Tenney 

 
 

Hartnett School, 
Truxton, NY 

 
 

Truxton Town 
Board and TACS 
Applicant Group 

Positive 
feedback from 
Ms. Tenney on   
building,  need 
for  educational 
choice in rural 

areas 
 

 
Received a letter 
of support from 
Ms. Tenney and 
encouragement 
to continue our 
efforts for TACS 

 
 
 

10 



Date(s) of 
Outreach 

(mm/dd/yy) 

Description of 
the Outreach 

Location of 
Outreach 

Target 
Stakeholder 

Group 

Feedback 
Obtained 

 

Action Taken on 
Feedback 

Number of 
Attendees 

 
 

2/23/16 

Presentation to  
Cortland 

Enlarged School 
District BOE 

 
 

Cortland, NY 

 
Cortland Board 

of Education 
members 

 
Respectful 

response about 
TACS 

Will keep 
Cortland BOE 

informed about 
status of TACS 

 
 

12 

 
 

3/23/16 
 
 

 
Organizational 

Meeting for 
Academic 

Advisory Panel 
at SUNY ESF 

 
SUNY ESF 
Campus, 

Syracuse, NY 

SUNY ESF 
SUNY Cortland 
Syracuse Univ. 
R.E.D. Group 
Cornell Coop 

Extension 

Formally 
organized the 

Academic 
Advisory Panel 

as a Partner with  
TACS 

Discussed scope 
of student-

related projects 
and benefits to 

TACS’s 
curriculum 

 
 

10 

 
 

4/2/16 
 

Open House at 
Truxton 

Community 
Center (formerly 
Hartnett School) 

 
 

Truxton, NY 

 
Families and 
Community 
Residents 

Positive 
response from 
attendees on 

the condition of 
the building 

Encouragement 
for the TACS 

Applicant Group  
creating the 

Charter School 

 
 

30 

 
 

4/29/16 
 

Tour of Walton 
21st Century 

Rural Life Center 
and Meeting 
with Principal 

 
Walton Charter 

School in 
Walton, Kansas 

 
TACS Board of 
Trustees and 

Applicant Group 

Positive specific 
feedback on a 

rural, ag-
focused, Charter 

School 

Helpful ideas,  
observations for  

the Rural Life 
Lab and 

curriculum 

 
 
 

6 

 
 

5/4/16 
 

 
 

Tour of SUNY 
Morrisville 

 
 
 

Morrisville, NY 

 
 

TACS Board of 
Trustees & TACS 

students 

 
SUNY Morrisville 

will provide 
Trout in the 
Classroom 
Program 

 
 

Established a 
cooperative 

relationship and 
resources 
with SUNY 
Morrisville 

 
 
 

8 



 
 

5/30/16 

Fliers distributed 
with Memorial 

Day Parade float 

 
Truxton, NY 

Families and 
residents in the 

Truxton area 

Positive  
participation by 

children and 
families 

Confirmed 
continued 

community 
interest in TACS 

 
80 

 
6/7/16 

Circulated  fliers 
at Dairy Parade 

& sponsored 
float 

 
Cortland, NY 

 
Cortland County 

residents 

Informed on 
progress of  

Charter School 

Need to 
continue to 

share unique 
curriculum 

 
400 

 



Truxton Academy Charter School 
Attachment 2a  
 
Section 1  

 Screen shot of Truxton Academy Charter School Website 
o Home page & About Our School page 

 Sample of Neighboring Community Meeting – McGraw 
o Meeting Schedule 
o McGraw BOE Meeting Notes 
o McGraw Community Meeting Flyer 
o Community Meeting Talking Points 

 

 TACS Fact Sheet & Enrollment Forms 
o English page 1 & 2 
o Spanish page 1 & 2 

 
Section 2 

 Sample of Community Input Meeting – December 14, 2015 
o Meeting Flyer 
o Meeting Agenda 
o Sign In Sheet 
o Meeting Notes 
o Newspaper article about meeting 

 
Section 3 

 Sample of Letters of Support 
o Byrne Dairy 
o Cortland County Farm Bureau 
o Representative Finch 
o Representative Tenney 
o Truxton Town Board 

 
Section 4 

 Samples of impacted community member comments 
o Jeannie O’Donnell - email 
o Jo Roehrig - email 
o Tracey Cartland - letter 
o Raina Barber - letter 

 Sample of impacted community member comments on social media 
 



Truxton Academy Charter School Website: 
www.truxtonacademycharterschool.org 
 
 
 
 
  



 



 

 



 

 

 

Board of Trustees: 
Cindy Denkenberger cdenkenberger@hotmail.com 

Jeanetta Laudermilk kjlaudermilk@gmail.com 

Krysta Austen  ckausten5@yahoo.com 

John Tillotson  jwtillot@syr.edu 

Korinne L’Hommedieu rlhommedieu@frontiernet.net 

Beth Klein Beth.Klein@cortland.edu 

Stuart Young seyoung@twcny.rr.com 

Adam Aldrich adamaldrich123@gmail.com 

Elaine Sturges esturges77@gmail.com 

Truxton Academy Charter School would be the first agriculture based, Rural Elementary Charter 
School in New York.  The Charter School will open with grades K thru 4 expanding to include grade 
5 and 6.  Truxton Academy Charter School will offer a way of learning to all students equally who 
need to or want to learn differently.  TACS will participate in the Free and Reduced Price lunch 
program.  
 

Charter Schools are public schools and are tuition-free.  Charter schools have more flexibility than 
regular public schools. Charter schools have their own governing board of trustees to make 
decisions for their school. Local decision-making keeps each charter school focused on building a 
strong community with values that will impact our children’s education. 
 
The focus for our new charter school is: 
Project Based Learning (PBL): Project Based Learning is a teaching method for students to gain 
knowledge and skill by investigating complex problems, questions, and challenges. PBL builds deeper 
knowledge, problem-solving abilities and higher-level thinking. 

 
Agriculture and Environment related Projects: Our location, with agribusiness surrounding us, will be 
a primary component of our students' education. Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) 
concepts will be emphasized in our curriculum.  

 
Spanish Language:  Introduction of Spanish in Kindergarten with consistent sequential instruction at all 
grade levels. 

 
It is important to our community to share with our younger generations the true value of rural 
living and its place in our future.   

Truxton Academy Charter School 
6337 Academy Street, Truxton, NY 13158 

Phone: 607-345-6466 

Email: truxtonacademy@gmail.com 

truxtonacademycharterschool.org 

mailto:ckausten5@yahoo.com
mailto:jwtillot@syr.edu
mailto:rlhommedieu@frontiernet.net


 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Student:  _________________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Last Name      First Name 
 

Date of Birth: _________________  Current School: ______________________________________________ 

 

Current Grade: ____________  School District of Residence: _____________________________________ 

 

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mother/Guardian: ______________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Last Name      First Name 

 

Home Address (if different): ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Primary Phone: _____________________________  Secondary Phone: _____________________________ 

 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Father/Guardian: _______________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Last Name      First Name 
 

Home Address (if different): ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Primary Phone: _____________________________  Secondary Phone: _____________________________ 

 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does the applicant student have any sibling(s) that would also enroll at Truxton Academy 

Charter School now or in the future? Yes No  
 

Siblings:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name    First Name   Date of Birth            Grade (if applicable) 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name    First Name   Date of Birth            Grade (if applicable) 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name    First Name   Date of Birth            Grade (if applicable) 

 
Any child eligible for admission to a traditional public school is eligible for admission to a charter public school. 

Admission to a charter school cannot be limited on the basis of disability, race, creed, gender, national origin, 

religion, ancestry, intellectual ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, or athletic ability. If the number of 

applicants exceeds the number of available seats, a random selection process, such as a lottery, must be used. 

However, charter schools do give preferences to “at risk” students, siblings of students already enrolled in the charter 

school, and students living in the charter school’s district of location. 

 

Parent Signature______________________________________________Date__________________ 

truxtonacademy@gmail.com       (607) 345-6466       P.O. Box 102, Truxton, NY 13158 

 

2017-2018 
Truxton Academy Charter School 

Prospective Enrollment Application Grades K-4 



 

 
 

Donde se cultivan Futuros …   
 

Junta directiva: 
Cindy Denkenberger cdenkenberger@hotmail.com 
Jeanetta Laudermilk kjlaudermilk@gmail.com 
Krysta Austen  ckausten5@yahoo.com 
John Tillotson  jwtillot@syr.edu 
Korinne L’Hommedieu rlhommedieu@frontiernet.net 

Beth Klein Beth.Klein@cortland.edu 
Stuart Young seyoung@twcny.rr.com 
Adam Aldrich adamaldrich123@gmail.com 
Elaine Sturges esturges77@gmail.com 

Truxton Academy Charter School sería la primera basada en la agricultura, las zonas rurales 
Elementary Charter School de Nueva York. La Escuela Charter se abrirá con los grados K a 4 
ampliando para incluir grado 5 y 6. Truxton Academy Charter School ofrecerá una forma de 
aprender a todos los estudiantes por igual que necesiten o deseen aprender de manera diferente. 
TACS participará en el programa de almuerzo gratis a precio reducido. 
 
Las escuelas charter son escuelas públicas y están libres de matrícula. Las escuelas charter 
tienen más flexibilidad que las escuelas públicas regulares. Las escuelas charter tienen su propio 
consejo de administración para tomar decisiones por su escuela. La toma de decisiones locales 
mantiene a cada escuela experimental centrado en la construcción de una comunidad fuerte 
con valores que tendrán un impacto en la educación de nuestros hijos. 
 
El enfoque de nuestra nueva escuela autónoma es: 
Aprendizaje basado en proyectos (PBL): aprendizaje basado en proyectos es un método de 
enseñanza que los estudiantes adquieran conocimientos y habilidades mediante la investigación de 
complejos problemas, preguntas y desafíos. PBL construye el conocimiento, las habilidades más 
profundas de resolución de problemas y el pensamiento de orden superior. 
 

Agricultura y medio ambiente relacionados con Proyectos: Nuestra ubicación, con la agroindustria 
que nos rodea, será un componente principal de la educación de nuestros estudiantes. Ciencia, 
tecnología, ingeniería y matemáticas (STEM) conceptos se hará hincapié en nuestro plan de estudios. 
 
Español Idioma: Introducción del español en la guardería con la instrucción secuencial consistente en 
todos los grados. 
 
Es importante para nuestra comunidad para compartir con nuestras generaciones más jóvenes 
el verdadero valor de la vida rural y su lugar en nuestro futuro. 

Truxton Academy Charter School 
6337 Academy Street, Truxton, NY 13158 
Teléfono: 607-345-6466 
Email: truxtonacademy@gmail.com 
truxtonacademycharterschool.org 

mailto:ckausten5@yahoo.com
mailto:jwtillot@syr.edu
mailto:rlhommedieu@frontiernet.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nombre del estudiante:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fecha de Nacimiento: _________________  Escuela actual: _____________________________________ 
 
Grado actual: ____________  Distrito Escolar de residencia: ____________________________________ 
 
Domicilio: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nombre Madre/Tutor: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Domcilio (si es diferente): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telefono principal: __________________________  Telefono secundario: __________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nombre Padre/Tutor: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Domcilio (si es diferente): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telefono principal: __________________________  Telefono secundario: __________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
¿Tiene el estudiante solicitante tiene hermanos (s) que también se matricularse en la escuela 
autónoma Truxton Academia ahora o en el futuro? Si  No 
 

Siblings:  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Apellido    Nombre de pila   Fecha de Nacimiento        Grado actual 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Apellido    Nombre de pila   Fecha de Nacimiento        Grado actual 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Apellido    Nombre de pila   Fecha de Nacimiento        Grado actual 
 
Cualquier niño elegible para la admisión a una escuela pública tradicional es elegible para la admisión a una escuela 
pública de la carta. La admisión a una escuela autónoma no puede limitarse sobre la base de la discapacidad, raza, 
credo, sexo, origen nacional, religión, ascendencia, capacidad intelectual, medidas de logro o de aptitud o 
capacidad atlética. Si el número de aspirantes superior al número de plazas disponibles, un proceso de selección al 
azar, como una lotería, debe ser utilizado. Sin embargo, las escuelas charter dan preferencias a "en riesgo" los 
estudiantes, los hermanos de estudiantes ya matriculados en la escuela autónoma, y los estudiantes que viven en el 
distrito de la escuela autónoma de ubicación. 
 
Firma del padre _____________________________________________La Fecha ______________ 

truxtonacademy@gmail.com    •   (607) 345-6466    •   P.O. Box 102, Truxton, NY 13158 

 

2017-2018 
Truxton Academy Charter School 

Solicitud de Inscripción prospectivo Grades K-4 





 
 
McGraw School Board of Education 
October 7, 2015 
 
As representatives from the Truxton Academy Charter School, we wanted to be proactive in 
introducing ourselves to our neighboring school districts.    
 
We know that local school districts work extremely hard to create the best working environment 
and provide a quality education for their students and we appreciate it.   
 
Our goal is to create a school that is different than mainstream public education to offer families 
a choice.  That is why we are developing our charter school around project-based 
learning.  Project based learning, problem based learning and inquiry science based learning have 
been around for years.  They have been proven successful through youth education organizations 
including boy scouts, girl scouts, 4-H and FFA.   
 
We have also chosen to use agriculture as our teaching instrument because it works so fluidly in 
the elementary setting.  A bonus in using agriculture as a teaching instrument is how easily 
science, technology, engineering and math can be brought to the learning environment.  Many 
of us from this rural area know how much these STEM elements are now used in the field of 
agriculture. 
 
Our group of dedicated representatives from Truxton Academy Charter School are proud to bring 
a choice to the parents in the Homer Central School District and surrounding communities.  We 
have spent countless hours developing an educational program that will bring active learning 
back into the classroom and create an environment that will serve every student; excelling 
students, average students, ADD, autistic or special needs students. It will be the right fit for 
students who are not meeting their abilities in the classroom they are currently in. 
 
Finally, it is important to our community to share with our younger generations the true value of 
rural living and its place in our future. 
 
We are excited to continue our efforts and are happy to answer any questions you may have now 
or at any time in the future. 
 
We have scheduled an information meeting at the McGraw Community Center for next 
Wednesday, October 14th @ 6:45pm.  We would like to introduce Truxton Academy Charter 
School to the McGraw community and offer the opportunity to learn more about us and give 
constructive input.  We hope to see all of you all there. 
 











Come for an update on the sale of the building and the 
charter school application process.  The groups hosting 
the meeting are looking for your ideas and input for the 
future of our community. 
 

 

Truxton Alumni & Community Supporters 

and Truxton Academy Charter School 
 

 

Invite you to join us for 

a Truxton Community Meeting 
 

Let’s talk ideas! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, December 14, 2015 
 

7pm @ the Truxton Fire Department 
3741 Route 13, Truxton, NY 

 
 
 

For more information, visit us on Facebook         or call 607-745-5482 or email truxtonacademy@gmail.com. 
 

truxtonalumniandcommunitysupporters.org ● truxtonacademycharterschool.org 

mailto:truxtonacademy@gmail.com
















Section 4.  Comments received from the impacted community or communities concerning the 
educational and programmatic needs of students were addressed. 
 
The founding group and proposed Board of Trustees received the following samples of 
feedback from impacted community members and prospective parents.  We addressed the 
feedback as outlined in our key design elements and School Overview, II(f). 
 
 
 
“Hi, my concerns would be working with children who have prior disciplinary conduct issues. 
Such as: ADHD, impulsivity, etc. I would want to know that my children would have a staff that 
knows how to handle these issues effectively & fairly. If I think of anything else I'll let you 
know. Thanks for considering my input.”  
 
Jeannie O’Donnell 
 
 
 
 
 
“As a grandparent: 
 

• outdoor programming, or perhaps "un-programming" :)  see Last Child in the Woods - Richard Louv 
 

• and since the reality of computer has consumed us, keyboarding aka "touch typing" 
 

• old fashioned grammar and spelling and proofreading :))  good library  

•  
all these below look good too, and perhaps related to last?  second language, maybe Spanish, at some age 
option or required? 

 
Thank YOU!” 

 
Jo Roehrig 
 
 
 
June 4, 2016 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Our small community was negatively impacted with the closure of Harnett 
Elementary school.  Many parents, my husband and I included, chose to move to 
Truxton because of the strong performance and location of Harnett Elementary.  
The closing of our only local elementary school was a devastating blow to our small 
community.   
 



The Truxton Academy Charter School has the potential to fill a tremendous void 
felt by the majority of our small community.  My husband and I have two small 
children, ages three and one.  Having a local elementary school provides the close 
to home education our youngest community members require.    
  
I truly hope the TACS has a plan to provide services for the entire spectrum of 
children.  Specialty services and programs will potentially attract more students 
and families which will help repair, strengthen and grow our small community.   
Our children are the cornerstone of our community and our future.  The hope and 
dream of many in our small rural community is for TACS to provide our children, no 
matter their ability or background, a local and equal opportunity to thrive.   
Sincerely, 
 
Tracey Cartland 

 

May 13, 2016 

Members of the community:  
 
When I first heard about the charter school I will admit that I was hesitant.  After attending a committee 
meeting and meeting the driving forces behind the school they have sold me. They don’t just purpose a 
school they purpose exactly what I was looking for when I moved here, a community, one where 
everyone knows everyone and they gather together to support one another. It isn’t just about a school 
it’s about belonging to the town you live in, this is exactly why we picked Truxton when buying our 
forever home. Agriculture and family farms are dying but the need for what they provide isn’t.   
Shouldn’t we provide every opportunity to educate our children on our history and give them options 
for their future? I for one like the idea of a small class size and hands on learning in whatever forms it 
takes. I am a parent who wants my child to receive the best possible education and foundation for the 
future. Beyond that I want my daughters to have what I had, close ties to their school and community.    
I think that Truxton Academy Charter School will give them that. 
 
Thank you for your time,  
Raina Barber  
6320 Academy St 
Truxton NY, 13158 

 



Truxton Academy Charter School Facebook Social Media 

https://www.facebook.com/truxtonacademy/ 
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