Many of the changes to the templates that are highlighted in yellow are to provide consistent language across templates, updates to business rules we have already discussed with you, clarifications for where to look in the SIRS manual for further information.  We have also updated many dates used for illustration and also used in certain business rules so that they pertain to 2013-14 reporting.

We would like to bring the following updates to your attention:  

STAFF EVALUATION RATING - EVALUATION CRITERIA RATING POINTS - Score received by evaluated staff for a particular criteria.  Must be a whole number.  No decimals are allowed.

If no score or code is to be reported for a particular measure (State/local/other/overall composite), do not send a record for that measure.  If all four measures are expected to be reported and some data for one or more of the measures is missing, do not report a record for that measure and do not report the overall composite for that staff member.

STUDENT CLASS GRADE DETAIL - in addition to the CLASS DETAIL OUTCOME CODE, which is required for all courses, for secondary-level courses EITHER Numeric or Alpha grade is required.  Optional for all other courses. 

Home school districts must report a STUDENT CLASS GRADE DETAIL record for any student who earns graduation credit during summer school, even if the home school district does not provide the course instruction for the summer school course.

A STUDENT CLASS GRADE DETAIL record is required to be reported by the home school district for any summer school course for which high school graduation credit is earned or if the course grade is needed for the student transcript.

[bookmark: _GoBack]CONTACT - STATE CONTACT ID - Populate with Contact ID provided by State ID system.   Use 9 numeric characters, left padded with zeros.  Ex. For 51972, use 000051972

Student-level suspension (in-school/out-of-school) – regardless of what a school or district calls it, in school suspension is when a child is temporarily removed from his/her regular classroom(s) for disciplinary purposes but remains under the direct supervision of school personnel. Direct supervision means school personnel are physically in the same location as students under their supervision. This term does not include behavioral intervention such as “time-out” nor disciplinary detentions that are administered before or after the students’ school day.

Day Calendar  – the school calendar is 365 days long (or 366 in a leap year).  For a location where all grades have the same school calendar, we are expecting at least 365 records.  If the school calendar is not the same for each grade within a location, please send a full set of records for each grade level at that location.

The code for Student late arrival/early dismissal has been shortened to fit in the required field length.

New Measure Codes – since we last spoke, new measure codes have been assigned for the NYSITELL assessments.  These tests are used to determine whether or not a student is eligible for LEP services.  The results for the LAB-R, which the NYSITELL is replacing, were never collected in SIRS.

New Course Codes – since we last spoke, new course codes have been assigned for courses with curriculum aligned to the Common Core standards in ELA and Algebra I. For 2013-14, any Regents ELA or Algebra 1 course that is aligned to the Common Core standards must be linked to a Common Core course code. We have also created course codes for Regents science labs.  For 2013-14, any Regents science class where the lab is scheduled separately from the course should be linked to a science lab course code.  For other Regents science labs, the lab course codes are optional in 2013-14.  No STUDENT CLASS GRADE DETAIL is needed for the separate lab course.

Enrollment Entry/Exit Codes – the descriptions for enrollment entry and exit codes for approved GED programs have been change to eliminate HSEP.  There are no longer any approved HSEP programs.  All HSEP locations have also been closed.

Home Language – new home language codes have been added.

District Code of Residence – four small school districts have merged to form two larger districts.  The new district codes will be used to report the district of residence.





