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SUBJECT: NYSESLAT - Determining an English Language Learner’s (ELL) English
Language Proficiency Level

This memorandum provides the scale score ranges for the 2014 New York State English as a
Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT), along with guidance and information
concerning the interpretation of the scale scores. The NYSESLAT scale score ranges are
based on the results of standard setting, a process during which New York State teachers
advised the Department in establishing the appropriate student proficiency levels at each
grade from Kindergarten through Grade 12.

Superintendents, principals, and charter school leaders are advised to share this information
immediately with English as a Second Language and Bilingual Education program
administrators and coordinators. In the fall, individual student NYSESLAT Parent Reports will
be available in the Level 2 Reporting (L2RPT) environment. For more information on how to
access these reports, see http://www.pl12.nysed.gov/irs/level2reports/home.html. Schools are
to provide these reports to each student’s parent/guardian.

RAW SCORE TO SCALE SCORE CONVERSION CHARTS

NYSESLAT is administered in six grade bands: K, 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, and 9-12. These
grade bands are the same as the grade bands administered in 2013. Each grade band has
four modalities: Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking. On the 2014 NYSESLAT students
receive a raw score for each of the four modalities. In order to determine students’ proficiency
levels (Beginning, Intermediate, Advanced, or Proficient*), a student’s raw scores for all four
modalities are combined into a total raw score and the total raw score is converted to a scale
score. A student must receive a valid score on all four modalities in order to receive a
proficiency level.

* For NYSESLAT results that are provided by a Regional Information Center (RIC) or Large City scanning
center, the performance levels may be presented numerically as follows: 21 — Beginning; 22 — Intermediate;
23 — Advanced; 24 — Proficient.
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http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/level2reports/home.html

The attached charts (Attachments A-F) should be used to convert a student’s 2014 total
raw score to a scale score. Please note that there are separate conversion charts for each
of the six grade bands, as follows:

NYSESLAT 2014 Raw Score
Grade Band to Scale Score

Conversion Chart

K Attachment A

1-2 Attachment B

34 Attachment C

56 Attachment D

-8 Attachment E

9-12 Attachment F

METHOD FOR DETERMINING ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY LEVEL

A student’s English language proficiency level is determined by his or her scale score. In
addition, to achieve the Proficient performance level, the student must earn raw scores for
each of the four modalities at or above the required raw score for proficiency. Students who
earned a scale score in the proficient range but whose raw score on one or more of the
modalities was below the required score will earn an overall performance level of Advanced.

The chart, “NYSESLAT 2014 Scale Score Ranges for Determining English Language
Proficiency” (Attachment G), is used to determine the student’s English language
proficiency level. The score ranges differ for each grade (K-12). ELL students are
determined to be English Language Proficient when they attain the minimum raw score
required for each of the four modalities. To determine a student’s proficiency level, these
steps must be followed:

1. Find the appropriate conversion chart for a given student (e.g., Attachment A for a
Grade K student and Attachment F for a Grade 10 student). Be sure to refer to the
chart for the grade level that the student was in when he or she took the NYSESLAT
in April/May 2014 and not to the grade the student will be enrolled in during the
2014-15 school year.

2. Match the student’s total raw score for all four modalities combined to the
corresponding scale score on the “Raw Score to Scale Score Conversion Chart.”

3. Match the student’s grade when tested in spring 2014 to the “NYSESLAT 2014
Scale Score Ranges for Determining English Language Proficiency” (Attachment G)
to determine the proficiency level.

4. Note that for a student whose scale score is in the Proficient range, the student must
achieve the required raw scores, as indicated in Attachment G, in each of the four
modalities in order to achieve an overall performance level of Proficient. A student
whose scale score is in the Proficient range but whose raw score in one or more
modalities is below the required raw score will achieve an overall proficiency level of
Advanced. For example, to achieve an overall performance level of Proficient a
Kindergarten student must earn raw scores in the four modalities at or above the
following: Listening — 22, Reading — 21, Writing — 13, and Speaking — 27.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE

Information about NYSESLAT may be found in the Guide to the 2014 NYSESLAT and
in the NYSESLAT 2014 School Administrator’s Manual.

If you have further questions about determining any ELL student’s level of English
language proficiency, please contact the Office of State Assessment at
emscassessinfo@mail.nysed.gov or call 518-474-5902.

Questions regarding bilingual/ESL services may be directed to the Office of Bilingual
Education/Foreign Language Studies (OBE/FLS) by phone at 518-474-8775, or via e-mail
at obefls@mail.nysed.gov.

If your school has not received its students’ NYSESLAT score data, please contact the
Regional Information Center (RIC) or Large City Scanning Center, as applicable. Questions
should be directed to the Office of Information and Reporting Services at 518-474-7965.

Thank you for all that you do on behalf of New York State students.


http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/sam/nyseslat/nyseslat-guide-14.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/sam/nyseslat/nyseslat-sam-14.pdf
mailto:emscassessinfo@mail.nysed.gov
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ATTACHMENT A
Grade K NYSESLAT 2014
Raw Score to Scale Score Conversion Chart

Grade K NYSESLAT Grade K NYSESLAT continued
Raw Score Scale Score Raw Score Scale Score

0 693 51 803
1 699 52 804
2 705 53 806
3 711 54 807
4 718 55 808
5 724 56 809
6 729 57 810
7 733 58 811
8 736 59 812
9 740 60 813
10 743 61 815
11 745 62 816
12 748 63 817
13 750 64 818
14 753 65 819
15 755 66 821
16 757 67 822
17 759 68 823
18 760 69 824
19 762 70 826
20 764 71 827
21 766 72 828
22 767 73 830
23 769 74 831
24 770 75 833
25 772 76 834
26 773 77 836
27 775 78 837
28 776 79 839
29 777 80 841
30 779 81 843
31 780 82 845
32 781 83 847
33 783 84 849
34 784 85 851
35 785 86 854
36 786 87 856
37 787 88 859
38 789 89 863
39 790 90 866
40 791 91 870
41 792 92 875
42 793 93 881
43 794 94 888
44 796 95 894
45 797 96 900
46 798 97 906
47 799

48 800

49 801

50 802




ATTACHMENT B
Grades 1-2 NYSESLAT 2014
Raw Score to Scale Score Conversion Chart

Grades 1-2 NYSESLAT Grades 1-2 NYSESLAT continued
Raw Score Scale Score Raw Score Scale Score
0 694 55 803
1 699 56 804
2 705 57 805
3 711 58 806
4 718 59 807
5 723 60 808
6 728 61 809
7 732 62 811
8 736 63 812
9 739 64 813
10 742 65 814
11 744 66 815
12 747 67 816
13 749 68 817
14 751 69 818
15 753 70 820
16 755 71 821
17 757 72 822
18 759 73 823
19 760 74 825
20 762 75 826
21 764 76 827
22 765 77 829
23 767 78 830
24 768 79 831
25 769 80 833
26 771 81 834
27 772 82 836
28 773 83 838
29 775 84 839
30 776 85 841
31 777 86 843
32 778 87 845
33 779 88 847
34 781 89 849
35 782 90 851
36 783 91 854
37 784 92 856
38 785 93 859
39 786 94 862
40 787 95 866
41 788 96 869
42 789 97 874
43 791 98 879
44 792 99 885
45 793 100 891
46 794 101 896
47 795 102 902
48 796 103 908
49 797
50 798
51 799
52 800
53 801
54 802




ATTACHMENT C
Grades 3—-4 NYSESLAT 2014
Raw Score to Scale Score Conversion Chart

Grades 3—4 NYSESLAT Grades 3—4 NYSESLAT continued
Raw Score Scale Score Raw Score Scale Score

0 695 55 802
1 701 56 803
2 706 57 805
3 712 58 806
4 719 59 807
5 724 60 808
6 729 61 809
7 733 62 810
8 736 63 811
9 739 64 812
10 742 65 813
11 745 66 814
12 747 67 816
13 749 68 817
14 751 69 818
15 753 70 819
16 755 71 820
17 757 72 822
18 759 73 823
19 760 74 824
20 762 75 826
21 764 76 827
22 765 77 828
23 766 78 830
24 768 79 831
25 769 80 833
26 770 81 834
27 772 82 836
28 773 83 838
29 774 84 839
30 775 85 841
31 777 86 843
32 778 87 845
33 779 88 847
34 780 89 850
35 781 90 852
36 782 91 854
37 783 92 857
38 785 93 860
39 786 94 863
40 787 95 867
41 788 96 870
42 789 97 875
43 790 98 880
44 791 99 886
45 792 100 892
46 793 101 897
47 794 102 903
48 795 103 909
49 796

50 797

51 798

52 799

53 800

54 801




ATTACHMENT D
Grades 5-6 NYSESLAT 2014
Raw Score to Scale Score Conversion Chart

Grades 5—-6 NYSESLAT Grades 5-6 NYSESLAT continued

Raw Score Scale Score Raw Score Scale Score
0 691 55 800
1 697 56 801
2 704 57 802
3 710 58 803
4 717 59 804
5 723 60 805
6 728 61 806
7 732 62 807
8 735 63 808
9 738 64 809
10 741 65 810
11 744 66 811
12 746 67 812
13 748 68 813
14 751 69 814
15 753 70 815
16 754 71 817
17 756 72 818
18 758 73 819
19 760 74 820
20 761 75 821
21 763 76 822
22 764 77 824
23 765 78 825
24 767 79 826
25 768 80 827
26 769 81 829
27 771 82 830
28 772 83 831
29 773 84 833
30 774 85 834
31 775 86 836
32 777 87 837
33 778 88 839
34 779 89 841
35 780 90 843
36 781 91 844
37 782 92 846
38 783 93 848
39 784 94 851
40 785 95 853
41 786 96 855
42 787 97 858
43 788 98 861
44 789 99 864
45 790 100 867
46 791 101 871
47 792 102 875
48 793 103 880
49 794 104 886
50 795 105 894
51 796 106 900
52 797 107 906
53 798 108 912
54 799




ATTACHMENT E
Grades 7-8 NYSESLAT 2014
Raw Score to Scale Score Conversion Chart

Grades 7-8 NYSESLAT Grades 7-8 NYSESLAT continued

Raw Score Scale Score Raw Score Scale Score
0 689 55 800
1 695 56 801
2 701 57 802
3 707 58 803
4 715 59 804
5 721 60 805
6 726 61 806
7 730 62 807
8 733 63 808
9 737 64 810
10 740 65 811
11 742 66 812
12 745 67 813
13 747 68 814
14 749 69 815
15 751 70 816
16 753 71 817
17 755 72 818
18 757 73 819
19 759 74 821
20 760 75 822
21 762 76 823
22 763 77 824
23 765 78 825
24 766 79 827
25 768 80 828
26 769 81 829
27 770 82 831
28 771 83 832
29 773 84 834
30 774 85 835
31 775 86 837
32 776 87 838
33 777 88 840
34 779 89 842
35 780 90 843
36 781 91 845
37 782 92 847
38 783 93 849
39 784 94 851
40 785 95 854
41 786 96 856
42 787 97 859
43 788 98 862
44 789 99 865
45 790 100 868
46 791 101 872
47 792 102 876
48 793 103 881
49 794 104 887
50 795 105 895
51 796 106 901
52 797 107 908
53 798 108 914
54 799




ATTACHMENT F
Grades 9-12 NYSESLAT 2014
Raw Score to Scale Score Conversion Chart

Grades 9-12 NYSESLAT Grades 9-12 NYSESLAT continued
Raw Score Scale Score Raw Score Scale Score
0 691 55 801
1 697 56 802
2 703 57 803
3 709 58 804
4 716 59 805
5 722 60 806
6 727 61 807
7 731 62 808
8 734 63 809
9 737 64 810
10 740 65 811
11 743 66 812
12 746 67 813
13 748 68 814
14 750 69 815
15 752 70 816
16 754 71 817
17 756 72 818
18 757 73 819
19 759 74 820
20 761 75 822
21 762 76 823
22 764 77 824
23 765 78 825
24 767 79 827
25 768 80 828
26 769 81 829
27 771 82 830
28 772 83 832
29 773 84 833
30 774 85 835
31 776 86 836
32 777 87 838
33 778 88 839
34 779 89 841
35 780 90 843
36 781 91 845
37 782 92 846
38 783 93 848
39 784 94 850
40 786 95 853
41 787 96 855
42 788 97 858
43 789 98 860
44 790 99 863
45 791 100 867
46 792 101 870
47 793 102 874
48 794 103 879
49 795 104 885
50 796 105 893
51 797 106 899
52 798 107 905
53 799 108 911

54 800




ATTACHMENT G
NYSESLAT 2014 SCALE SCORE RANGES FOR DETERMINING ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

To determine a student’s overall performance level, find the student’s scale score in the scale score ranges on this chart.
Note that to move from any performance level (beginning, intermediate, or advanced) to the English proficient level, the student must earn raw scores for
each of the four modalities at or above the required raw score shown on this chart.

BEGINNING INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED PROFICIENT
Grade Raw Scores
Scale Score Scale Score Scale Score Scale Score Required for Each
Modality

K I 693-791 I 792-822 I 823-846 I 847-906 \I/_V__zlé § - 2;
1 I 694-787 I 788-822 I 823-837 I 838-908 \I/_V__leé-l 5 - 53
2 | 694-800 ! 801-832 ! 833-853 ! 854-908 VLV__2127 5 - :ﬁ
3 695-798 799-826 827-833 834-909 va_-2111 z — ;3
4 695-806 807-830 831-840 841-909 \k,__zli 2 - ;g
5 691-797 798-818 819-836 837-912 VLV'_th z — ;;
6 691-804 805-823 824-838 839-912 VLV'_zlé z - i;
7 689-803 804-830 831-841 842-914 va_-2117 2 — ;é
8 689-807 808-834 835-846 847-914 VLV‘_th z — ;2)
9 691-795 796-826 827-837 838-911 va_-les z — 53
10 691-802 803-828 829-837 838-911 va_-2115 z — gé
11 691-804 805-829 830-840 841-911 va_-lea z — 53
12 691-805 806-832 833-842 843-911 VLV__2136 z = gé

Key
L= Listening R =Reading W = Writing S =Speaking

10



