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Purpose of Training Segment

• Intended for 
– Teachers new to administering NYSAA or 
– Teachers who have limited experience with NYSAA

• Provides an overview of the NYSAA 
administration process

• All teachers must review the 2010-11 
Administration Manual (September 2010)
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NYSAA 
Steps Chart
Administration Manual, 
Page 7
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Introduction – Steps 1, 2, and 3

• Step 1: Determine students to be assessed 
using
– Individual Education Program (IEP)
– Student’s date of birth and NYSAA Age Range Chart

• Grade and content areas assessed

• Step 2: Review NYSAA Test Blueprints – 
Required Components

• Step 3: Review NYSAA Test Blueprints – 
Choice Components
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When are students assessed?

Teachers
• Work with students during regular instruction
• Provide an instructional period where skills are 

introduced
• Collect performance data on three separate 

dates within the administration period for a 
specific assessment task
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NYSAA 
Administration Period

• Administration begins on October 4, 2010
• Administration ends on February 11, 2011
• All datafolios must be completed and turned in 

to building administrators by February 11, 2011
– No further work, edits, additions, changes, etc. can 

be done to a datafolio after February 11th
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NYSAA Performance Data

• Level of Accuracy – the number of 
correct responses

• Level of Independence – the 
number of steps/items that did not 
require prompts or cues
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Age Ranges for Testing
on NYSAA in 2010–11

Assessment Birth Date
Reaches age 

given between
September 1, 2010

and August 31, 2011
Grade 3 ELA, Mathematics Sept. 1, 2001—Aug. 31, 2002 9

Grade 4 ELA, Mathematics, Science Sept. 1, 2000—Aug. 31, 2001 10

Grade 5 ELA, Mathematics Sept. 1, 1999—Aug. 31, 2000 11

Grade 6 ELA, Mathematics Sept. 1, 1998—Aug. 31, 1999 12

Grade 7 ELA, Mathematics Sept. 1, 1997—Aug. 31, 1998 13

Grade 8 ELA, Mathematics, Science Sept. 1, 1996—Aug. 31, 1997 14

Secondary-Level ELA, Mathematics, 
Science, Social Studies Sept. 1, 1992—Aug. 31, 1993 18*
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Confirm IEP Information

• Student’s date of birth

• NYSAA designated as assessment

• Test Accommodations

• Goals and objectives
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Step 2 : Determine Required 
Components using Test Blueprints
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NYSAA Test Blueprints (cont'd)
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NYSAA Test Blueprints (cont'd)
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Recap – Steps 1, 2, 3

• NYSAA administration period
• Step 1: Determine students to be assessed 

using
– Individual Education Program (IEP)
– Student’s date of birth and NYSAA Age Range 

Chart
• Grade and content areas assessed

• Step 2: Review NYSAA Test Blueprints – 
Required Components

• Step 3: Review NYSAA Test Blueprints – 
Choice Components
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One of my 8th graders…responded to each 
task I presented him with. His writing 
and length of attending has improved, 
and he seemed to be motivated by the 
challenge of the curriculum 
content…He did particularly well when I 
incorporated computer use into the 
task. He continued to amaze us with his 
work samples. His mother was 
extremely pleased with his 
performance. 

-Teacher who administered 2009-10 NYSAA
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Introduction – Steps 4 and 5

• Step 4: Select two AGLIs per content area
• Step 5: Select an assessment task for each 

AGLI 
• The NYSAA Frameworks flow:

Grade Level Indicators

Essences

Alternate Grade Level Indicators (AGLIs)
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4th Grade ELA Assessment
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Alternate Grade Level Indicators 
(AGLIs)

• Aligned to the core curriculum and the New York State 
Learning Standards

• Narrow depth and breadth of content for students with 
severe cognitive disabilities

• AGLIs are the “entry points”

• Descriptions of student performance expectations for 
students with severe cognitive disabilities that are 
aligned with grade level core curriculum established for 
all students by the Board of Regents
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NYSAA 
Planning Tool
Administration Manual, 
Appendix E
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AGLI Text

AGLI Code
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AGLI Details

• Plural in AGLI: then the task must also reflect the plural components in the 
AGLI. 

• Parentheses around “s” in AGLI: it means teachers have the option of 
having the assessment task specifics be singular or plural, depending on 
what is appropriate given the student’s knowledge, skills, and 
understanding. 

If the AGLI contains… Then the teacher…

“and” Must include all parts of the AGLI in 
the assessment task 

“or” May choose one of the two or more 
elements most appropriate for the 
student 

“and/or” May choose to include all the 
elements from the AGLI or choose 
one of the more appropriate parts of 
the AGLI for the student 
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Selecting an AGLI

• Locate the grade level at which the student will 
be assessed

• Review the grade level indicators
• Review the essences to understand the “big 

ideas”
• Select an AGLI from the first Required 

Component and the second Required 
Component
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SAT Code
Column

Sample Assessment Task
Column

POSSIBLE Datafolio
Products and 

Verifying Evidence 
Assessment 

Strategies Column
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Assessment Tasks

Three options…
1. Use a Sample Assessment Task directly from 

Frameworks
2. Modify a Sample Assessment Task from the 

Frameworks
3. Create an original assessment task

• Review any Sample Assessment Task for 
examples and important notes

• Include the verb or verb phrase and direct object 
from AGLI
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Modifying a Sample Task

• Sample Assessment Task (SAT21201A): 
The student will take notes recording three or 
more important facts, pieces of data, or ideas 
presented in an informational text.

• Comparable Task - Example 1:
The student will take notes recording three or 
more important facts, pieces of data, or ideas 
presented in an informational text by pointing to 
word or phrase cards that represent facts, data, 
or ideas appropriate to the text.
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Modifying a Sample Task (cont'd)

• Sample Assessment Task (SAT21201A):
The student will take notes recording three or 
more important facts, pieces of data, or ideas 
presented in an informational text.

• Comparable Task - Example 2:
The student will take notes recording two 
important facts, pieces of data, or ideas 
presented in an informational text.
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Modifying a Sample Task (cont'd)

• Sample Assessment Task (SAT21201A):
The student will take notes recording three or 
more important facts, pieces of data, or ideas 
presented in an informational text.

• Comparable Task - Example 3:
The student will take notes recording three 
important facts presented in an informational 
text.
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Hannah’s 1st Required 
Component – Reading

AGLI: identify important character(s) and/or event(s) in 
story(s) read or read aloud by others (12106)

SAT Alignment
to AGLI

Sample Assessment Tasks POSSIBLE Datafolio 
Products and Verifying 
Evidence Assessment 

Strategies

SAT12106A The student will identify an 
important character from the text by 
choosing the picture of this 
character from multiple pictures.
(Note: need to use vocabulary 
specific to character) 

•Student work product of 
pictures of important 
characters matched to 
specific texts read aloud 
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Hannah’s 2nd Required 
Component – Writing

AGLI: arrange events in logical and sequential order (21103)

Task: comparable SAT21103 …The student will arrange three 
or more pictures in chronological order that represent a 
sequence of events, after listening to a short passage. 

SAT Alignment
to AGLI

Sample Assessment Tasks POSSIBLE Datafolio 
Products and Verifying 
Evidence Assessment 

Strategies

SAT21103 The student will arrange three or 
more pictures that represent a 
sequence of events from a weekly 
current events article in chronological 
order.
(e.g., weekly current events articles 
could come from the Internet, the 
newspaper, etc.)

•Student work product 
showing pictures in 
chronological order 
•Sequenced, captioned, 
dated photographs of the 
student arranging pictures 
in chronological order
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Task and Verifying Evidence

• Assess a single task on at least three separate 
dates

• Collect data on task and record the student 
performance data for the last three dates

• Submit two pieces of verifying evidence that 
show what the student did
– Submit evidence for any two of the three dates of 

student performance
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Example AGLI and Task

AGLI: identify story elements (e.g., character, 
plot, setting)

Task: The student will identify character, plot, and 
setting in various stories.

Possible Evidence:
VE #1 – student work product where student 
circles character, plot, and setting
VE #2 – photographs showing the student 
selecting picture cards of character, plot, and 
setting
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Hannah’s Mathematics 1st Required 
Component – Number Sense and 

Operations
• AGLI: 

recognize a whole and/or its parts (13105)
• Sample Assessment Task (SAT13105A):

The student will recognize a whole shape or 
object when given a whole and a half by 
indicating the whole upon request.

• Modified Task:
The student will recognize a whole face or part of 
a face when given pictures of whole faces and 
parts of faces.
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Recap – Steps 4 and 5

• Step 4: Select two AGLIs per content area
– One from each Required Component

• Step 5: Select assessment task for each AGLI
– Teachers may:

• Use a Sample Assessment Task directly from Frameworks
• Modify a Sample Assessment Task from Frameworks
• Create an original assessment task

– Do not use the POSSIBLE Datafolio Products and Verifying 
Evidence Assessment Strategies as the assessment task

– Review the information on the Sample Assessment Task 
pages for ideas on assessment strategies, helpful examples 
and important notes
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I love the fact that these AGLIs and tasks 
are related to NYS Learning Standards 
particularly because it gives me 
something concrete to show to regular 
education teachers...Also, high 
expectations yield results. I get many 
new ideas each year that I incorporate 
into my teaching.

-Teacher who administered 2009-10 NYSAA
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Introduction – Steps 6, 7, and 8

• Step 6: Prepare to collect data

• Step 7: Conduct assessment task

• Step 8: Complete Verifying Evidence (VE) 
documentation
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Data Collection

• Collect data
• Conduct the assessment task
• Document student performance data
• Consider all needs

– Materials
– Equipment
– Supports
– Staff



38

Four Types 
of Verifying Evidence

• Student work product
• Sequence of captioned and dated photographs
• Videotape or audiotape clip
• Data Collection Sheet with supporting evidence

See pages 14-19 of the Administration Manual for 
specific guidelines
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Important Evidence Reminders

• Verifying evidence and documentation:
– must be original (no photocopies, in part or whole), 

and
– cannot contain correction fluid or tape, “white-out”, or 

“black-out”
• Errors in documentation must be:

– crossed out, 
– corrected, and
– initialed

• Verifying evidence documentation must be conducted 
and dated within the administration period

• ELA verifying evidence must be submitted in English
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Seven Required Elements

For all evidence (Data Summary Sheet, verifying 
evidence, supporting evidence):

1. Student’s name
2. Date of student performance
3. Content area
4. AGLI text (exactly as it is written in the 

Frameworks)
5. Assessment task
6. Level of Accuracy
7. Level of Independence
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Recording Required Elements
Record the seven required 

elements either:

• Directly on the verifying 
evidence;

• On a verifying evidence 
label (VE label) affixed to 
the verifying evidence;

• Or for video- or audiotape 
evidence, required 
elements are recorded as 
markers on the clip.
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Notations on Verifying Evidence
• A notation should clarify for an outside person any 

information about:
– the task, (i.e., how it took place, materials used, choices 

presented, etc.), 
– the verifying evidence itself, or 
– how the performance data was calculated.

• If a teacher feels that the verifying evidence or its scoring 
needs an explanation, include a short notation on the 
verifying evidence. This should be written directly on the 
piece of evidence. 
– “John was asked the questions listed on the worksheet about 

the story read aloud, was given three choice cards, and 
responded through eye gaze. Responses were recorded by 
staff.”

See page 15 of the Administration Manual
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Performance Scores: Accuracy
Accuracy is a key measure of student performance 
for NYSAA. The teacher determines the level of 
accuracy by comparing the student’s number of 
correct responses with the total number of 
expected responses.

Level of Accuracy Example:
20 correct responses out of 25 possible total 

responses
20/25 = .8 x 100% = 80% accurate = Level 4

Document both the percentage and the rating on 
the Data Summary Sheet. Note: Rounding up is 

acceptable for a calculation of .5 or above
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Accuracy Rounding Example

Level of Accuracy:
4 correct responses out of 6 addition problems

4/6 = .66667x 100% = 66.667% , rounded to 67% 
accurate = Level 3

Note: Rounding up is acceptable for a calculation 
of .5 or above



45

Performance Scores: 
Independence

Independence is a key measure of student 
performance for NYSAA. The level of 
independence cannot be estimated. It is 
determined by dividing the number of steps or 
items not requiring prompts or cues by the total 
number of steps in the task.

Level of Independence Example:
Student completes a 6 step task with prompts on 2 steps

4/6 = .66667 x 100% = 66.7% rounded up to 67% = Level 3

Document both the percentage and the rating on the Data 
Summary Sheet. Note: Rounding up is acceptable for a 

percentage calculation of .5 or above
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Independence Rounding 
Example

Level of Independence:
Student completes a 3 step task with prompts on 

2 steps
1/3 = .3333 x 100% = 33.33% = 33% = Level 2

Note: Rounding up is acceptable for a calculation 
of .5 or above
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Example: 
Scientific 
Tools
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Example: Data Collection Sheet

(HS only)
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Example: Observer Verification 
Form Signature

(HS only)



 

ELA       

 

Mathematics       

 

Science       

 

Social Studies (HS only)
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Recap – Steps 6, 7, and 8

• Review the NYSAA Administration Manual 
(September 2010) carefully

• Plan before administering the assessment
• Review the verifying evidence guidelines (pages 

14-19)
• Don’t take short cuts – you will jeopardize the 

student receiving a reportable score
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My student not only did an amazing job 
with the NYSAA, but she was able to 
tell other teachers and administrators 
about what she had learned. She took 
great pride in being able to explain 
specific items developed in the 1920's. 
She also likes to brag that she is from 
NY and is able to show you on a map 
where her state is!

-Teacher who administered 2009-10 NYSAA
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Introduction – Step 9

Step 9: Completing the Data Summary Sheet in 
full

• Demographic information
• Check the Choice Component box
• Record the AGLI code and text
• Record the assessment task
• Complete the performance data section
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Data Collection Flow

CONTENT AREA:
ELA, Mathematics, Science, 

or Social Studies (HS only) (Grade specific)

1st AGLI
Data Summary Sheet

2nd AGLI 
Data Summary Sheet

Date 1 Date 1Date 2 Date 3 Date 2 Date 3

• Transcribe the last three dates of student performance to the Data 
Summary Sheet

• Submit verifying evidence for any two of the three dates
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Datafolio Order
1. ELA

– 1st Required Component AGLI
– 2nd Required Component AGLI

2. Mathematics
– 1st Required Component AGLI
– 2nd Required Component AGLI

3. Science, if applicable
– 1st Required Component AGLI
– 2nd Required Component AGLI

4. Social Studies, HS only
– 1st Required Component AGLI
– 2nd Required Component AGLI
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Recap – Step 9

• Data Summary Sheets are grade and content 
specific

• Complete the Data Summary Sheet in full
– Demographic information
– Check the Choice Component box
– Record the AGLI code and text
– Record the assessment task
– Complete the performance data section
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Steps 10 – 13

• Step 10: Complete steps 6 - 9 for each content 
area to be assessed

• Step 11: Assemble the datafolio according to the 
standardized procedures
– Using the Table of Contents and 
– Checklist of Things to Remember

• Step 12: Submit the datafolio to the building 
administrator by the close of business on 
February 11, 2011

• Step 13: Complete the on-line NYSAA Teacher 
Survey
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Collegial Review
• Teachers are required to participate in collegial reviews 

of NYSAA student datafolios during the administration 
period 

• At least one collegial review must be conducted on each 
datafolio

• Record the month in which the collegial review was 
conducted on the bottom of the Student Page
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My student stepped up to the plate and 
wanted to do his very best at each 
task. It was great to see him learn 
and complete tasks that his parents 
didn't think were possible.

-Teacher who administered 2009-10 NYSAA
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