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Background

The first administration of the new three-hour, one-day
Regents Comprehensive Examination in English will
take place on January 11, 2011

The new examination will:

- assess the high-school level of the 2005 New York
State English Language Arts Core Curriculum, and

- be based on the current English Language Arts
Core Performance Indicators, Standards 1-3 and
the key ideas of listening, reading, and writing




Background — continued

« The examination will consist of four parts and will
Include:

- 25 multiple-choice questions,
- two short constructed-response guestions, and
- 0Onhe essay




Teacher Training for the 2-Credit,
Short Constructed Responses

« Purpose

- Qualified raters should receive generic training for rating the 2-credit short
constructed responses using the Spring 2010 Test Sampler and this Power
Point presentation.

- This training is in addition to the task-specific training that needs to
occur once the administration of the January 2011 examination has begun,
using the scoring key and rating guide for that administration.

e Who are qualified raters?

- Qualified raters may include teachers of English, reading, English as a
second language, and special education who know the English curriculum.

«  When must generic training occur?

- Generic training can occur any time before the administration of the
January 11, 2011 Regents Comprehensive Examination in English.




Materials Needed for Training

e Part 3 of the Regents Comprehensive
Examination in English Test Sampler,
Spring 2010

e Scoring materials for Part 3,
questions 26 and 27, from the Test
Sampler




Question 26 - Directions

 Review Question 26
 Read Passages | and |l
 Plan aresponse to the task

« Share plans with fellow raters and
summarize expectations for student
responses




Question 26: Rubric

e Review rubric

e Review procedures for assigning
holistic score

e Dby matching evidence from response to
the language of the rubric

e by weighing all qualities equally




Rubric for Question 26

(used for 2-credit responses that refer to two texts)

Score Point 2

« presents a well-developed paragraph
« demonstrates a basic understanding of the texts
« establishes an appropriate controlling idea

«  supports the controlling idea with clear and appropriate details from both
texts

e uses language that is appropriate

« may exhibit errors in conventions that do not hinder comprehension




Rubric for Question 26 - continued
(used for 2-credit responses that refer to two texts)

Score Point 1

 has a controlling idea

or
« implies a controlling idea
or
 has an unclear controlling idea
AND

e supports the controlling idea with partial and/or overly general
iInformation from the texts

e uses language that may be imprecise or inappropriate

« exhibits errors in conventions that may hinder comprehension




Rubric for Question 26 - continued
(used for 2-credit responses that refer to two texts)

Score Point O

IS off topic, incoherent, a copy of the task/texts, or blank
demonstrates no understanding of the task/texts

IS a personal response
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Question 26: Anchor Set Papers
and Annotations

e Review each anchor paper and
commentary
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Anchor Paper — Question 26 — Level 2 — A
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Anchor Level 2-A

The response presents a well-developed paragraph,
demonstrating a basic understanding of the texts. An
appropriate controlling Iidea (sometimes useless
posessions ... give people a sense of familiarity and
comfort) Is supported with clear and appropriate
details from both texts (Mrs. Caldera keeps worthless
things ... she feels less alone with objects around her
and In passage ll, the narrator keeps his watch and
car in memory ... It makes him feel comfortable).
Language use Is appropriate, and errors In
conventions (parents or, comfort — so, passage |) do
not hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Paper — Question 26 — Level 2 — B
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Anchor Level 2-B

The response presents a well-developed paragraph,
demonstrating a basic understanding of the texts. An
appropriate controlling idea (possessions that they
owned brings back memories) is supported with clear
and appropriate details from both texts (Mrs. Caldera
keeps all her possessions in a room, which holds all
her memories and In passage two the author
remembers the watch he got on his 13th birthday).
Language use is appropriate, although occasionally
Imprecise (that | still remember how it feels on my
wrist), and errors in conventions (passage one and
two, possessions because it was, | hasn’t seen) do
not hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Paper — Question 26 — Level 1 — A
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Anchor Level 1-A

The response implies a controlling idea (Possessions
are ... important), supported with partial information
from one text (from bedsprings, to Lampshades).
Language use is imprecise (loose for “lose” and
possessions of newspapers), and errors In
conventions (Possessions are something that is, it's,
snowshoes. Not; things means) may hinder
comprehension.
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Anchor Paper = Question 26 = Level 1 -B
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Anchor Level 1-B

The response has a controlling idea (Possessions are
the things that are most important to you), supported
by overly general information from the texts (are a big
part of the persons life). Language use Is appropriate,
although occasionally imprecise (passage two are)
and errors in conventions (passage 1 and persons) do
not hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Level O

The response is off topic (In life you have

resonsiblity ... making sure your sucessful), providing

Irrelevant support from the text (Mrs Caldera is sad
from her children leaving home).
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Question 26: Practice Set Papers

e Rate each practice paper individually
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Question 26 — Practice Paper A
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Question 26 = Practice Paper B
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Question 26 = Practice Paper C
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Question 26 — Practice Paper
B ey e ¥ P e T e =T T L
—Hreie Eoed o beers ol curtue dype o
.
Iy W .
_Qu:ﬂ_'gzm%g;ﬂf_ﬁ;ﬁm_ﬁ_eﬁambﬂb Ty
g G mesrsoriss faasmeessons ceplects i

3 : =
N ¥ i - — i o Irss
Lo e vy Chslcleeiry sbe e, Hee Clomr m Lol eyred
I O = i - i e
— = i — . -

_smsenssioc D B W | e o o Heweay
weve. Coith Y8 ey remsesenonS sy oS

o Lwis O Fdiee 'F'-"L‘-..E;:: T e o

—Sindu.s oy WIS AMee  ooe CNonoe  Soes e
— . -

il i Fr
[ ¥i O
wertth. Him, remsession —eened hin, o bhim,
o= a

26



Question 26 - Practice Paper E
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Question 26: Practice Set
Annotations

e Share scores and discuss
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Practice Paper A — Score Level 2

The response presents a well-developed paragraph,
demonstrating a basic understanding of the texts. An
appropriate controlling idea (the authors convey their
past moments ... through the use of possesions) is
supported with clear and appropriate details from both
texts (the stacks of magazines may represent a
moment with her children and The author ...
remembers this watch and this fond memorie is
clearly expressed). Language use Is appropriate,
although occasionally imprecise (his perception has
changed over time and remember the past), and
errors in conventions (verity, children also, passage lII,
pleasently) do not hinder comprehension.
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Practice Paper B — Score Level 0

The response is off topic, demonstrating no
understanding of the task or texts. There is nho
reference to either text.
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Practice Paper C — Score Level 1

The response has a controlling idea (If something
means something to you ... you are going to want to
keep It), supported by overly general information from
the texts (we are all basically pack rats). Language
use Is appropriate, and errors In conventions
(nicknacks. We) do not hinder comprehension.
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Practice Paper D — Score Level 2

The response presents a well-developed paragraph,
demonstrating a basic understanding of the texts. An
appropriate controlling idea (A person’s possessions
reveal how their past has been and what type of life
they have lived) Is supported with clear and
appropriate details from both texts (Mrs. Caldera
keeps her children’s possession to remind her of
when they were with her and he remembers an old
watch he recieved for his bar mitzvah). Language use
IS appropriate, and errors in conventions (Passage |
and passage Il gives, children’s possession, life has

change) do not hinder comprehension.

32



Practice Paper E — Score Level 1

The response has a controlling idea (Posessions hold
memories), supported by partial information from
Passage | (Mrs. Caldera collects objects of every
sort). Language use Is appropriate, and errors in

conventions (person and and anything) do not hinder
comprehension.
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Question 27 - Directions

e Review Question 27
e Reread Passages | and 11l
e Plan a response to the task

e Share plans with fellow raters and
summarize expectations for student
responses
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Question 27: Rubric

 Review rubric (see note after Score
Point O)

 Review procedures for assigning

holistic score

e by matching evidence from response to
the language of the rubric

e by weighing all qualities equally
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Rubric for Question 27

(used for 2-credit responses that refer to only one text)

Score Point 2

 presents a well-developed paragraph

e« provides an appropriate explanation of the literary element or

technique chosen

o supports the explanation with clear and appropriate evidence

from the text

e uses language that is appropriate

« may exhibit errors in conventions that do not hinder

comprehension




Rubric for Question 27 — continued
(used for 2-credit responses that refer to only one text)

Score Point 1

e provides an explanation of the literary element or technique

or
« implies an explanation of the literary element or technique
or
 has an unclear explanation of the literary element or technique
AND

o« supports the explanation with partial and/or overly general
information from the text

e uses language that may be imprecise or inappropriate

« exhibits errors in conventions that may hinder comprehension
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Rubric for Question 27- continued
(used for 2-credit responses that refer to only one text)

Score Point O

« is off topic, incoherent, a copy of the task/text, or blank
 demonstrates no understanding of the task/text

 is apersonal response
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Rubric for Question 27- continued
(used for 2-credit responses that refer to only one text)

Note: Since the guestion specifies choosing one of
the authors, if the student responds using both
passages, score the portion of the response that
would give the student the higher score.
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Question 27: Anchor Set Papers
and Annotations

e Review each anchor paper and
commentary
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Anchor Level 2-A

The response presents a well-developed paragraph
that provides an appropriate explanation of the use of
simile in Passage Il (the author is able to not only
describe the objects clearly but also compare them to
a more understandable meaning), supported with
clear and appropriate evidence from the text (It was a
silver Seiko watch with a clasp that folded like a map
and snapped shut). Language use is appropriate, and
errors in conventions do not hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Paper — Question 27 - Level 2 = B
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Anchor Level 2-B

The response presents a well-developed paragraph
that provides an appropriate explanation of the use of
Imagery in Passage | (The imagery in these lines are
able to create a clear picture in the reader’s head),
supported with clear and appropriate evidence from
the text (snowshoes ... Bedsprings ... and boxes of
irreducibles and Her arms are heavy and strong).
Language use Is appropriate, and errors In
conventions (the reader ... their, imagery ... are,
author’s ... their) do not hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Level 1-A

The response implies an explanation of the literary
technique of imagery in Passage | (The narrator uses
Imagery to intrigue the reader), supported with overly
general information from the text (Talking about the
woman making cookies puts an image In the readers
mind). Language use Is appropriate, although
occasionally imprecise (affective for “effective”), and
errors Iin conventions (The reader ... them and

readers mind) do not hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Level 1-B

The response implies an explanation of the literary
technique of figurative language in Passage | (the
author used a figurative language), supported by
overly general information from the text (she doesn’t
let any memories escape). Language use IS imprecise
(used a figurative language), and errors In
conventions (the story by says) may hinder
comprehension.
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Anchor Paper = Question 27 = Level 0
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Anchor Level O

The response demonstrates no understanding of the
task, mentioning possessions and referring to two
items from Passage |l (his car and watch). There Is no
reference to a literary element or technique.
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Question 27: Practice Set Papers

e Rate each practice paper individually
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Question 27 = Practice Paper A
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Question 27 = Practice Paper B
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Question 27 = Practice Paper C
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Question 27 = Practice Paper D

Db g gl Sk wekh b o dgp Pt el i s gy
and gnagort shot The pinlen sieel casiih WS g Bt -ienglona

1

Aﬂ?n..: T duilip wadch wad 4 afhes wounplt o ;#mhf-iﬂ.

o The ek !frfli'li!-iﬁ b o) merentd Yigb te aither qn) ekl
gaiot & wgtther

55



Question 27 - Practice Paper E
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Question 27: Practice Set
Annotations

e Share scores and discuss
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Practice Paper A — Score Level 1

The response implies an explanation of the literary
element of characterization in Passage | (uses great
characterization), supported with overly general
iInformation from the text (her pack-rat ways and since
Mrs. Caldera has lost everything: her children, and
husband she now tries to keep everything). Language
use IS appropriate, and errors in conventions (In
passage 1 the author and husband she) do not hinder
comprehension.
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Practice Paper B — Score Level 2

The response presents a well-developed paragraph
that provides an appropriate explanation of the use of
symbolism in Passage | (all of theese possessions are
symbolic of memories), supported with clear and
appropriate evidence from the text (no matter how
small or sensless an item is, it can have meaning to
some one). Language use Is appropriate, and errors
In conventions (sensless, narrarator, theese) do not
hinder comprehension.
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Practice Paper C — Score Level O

The response demonstrates no understanding of the
task or text, referring to the author’s use of fear as the
story’s theme and how the narrator kept talking about
afterlife and being in the dark.
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Practice Paper D — Score Level 1

The response implies an explanation of the literary
technique of symbolism in Passage Il (The Seiko
watch was the authors example of symbolism),
supported with partial and overly general information
from the text (The watch symbolized time and
memories that the author and watch gained together).
Language use Is appropriate but partially copied, and

errors in conventions do not hinder comprehension.
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Practice Paper E — Score Level 1

The response implies an explanation of the literary
technique of symbolism in Passage |l, supported with
partial information from the text (The watch and the
Green Machine both symbolize his past). Language
use Is appropriate, and errors In conventions
(passage 2) do not hinder comprehension.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Rating 2-Credit, Short Constructed Responses

Q: How many raters need to rate each 2-credit, short
constructed response?

A:. Each 2-credit, short constructed response only needs
to be rated by one qualified rater.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Rating 2-Credit, Short Constructed Responses

Q: What training materials for the 2-credit, short
constructed responses will be included in the rating
guide for the January 11, 2011 Regents
Comprehensive Examination in English?

A: The rubrics for Questions 26 and 27 (the short
constructed-response questions) will be included in
the rating guide, along with two to three prescored
anchor papers at each score level, with commentary.
Additionally, the rating guide will include five
prescored practice papers, with commentary.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Rating 2-Credit, Short Constructed Responses

Q: Can scores ending with .5 be given to responses for
either of the 2-credit, short constructed-response
guestions?

A: No, the only scores that may be given are 0,1, or 2.
Individual raters on the 2-credit questions and the
6-credit essay on the Regents Comprehensive
Examination in English must rate in whole numbers.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Rating 2-Credit, Short Constructed Responses

Q: Why isn’t training on the 6-point rubric included in this
presentation?

A: Since the rubric and scoring procedures for the critical
lens essay are the same as have been used in
the two-day, six-hour Regents Comprehensive
Examination in English, most teachers have already
received prior training. If any raters are new to
scoring the critical lens essay, they should be trained
using the critical lens materials in the Spring 2010
Test Sampler.
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Test Sampler and Other Resources

 English Test Sampler containing examples of the types of
guestions, the formatting, and the scoring guide is
available on the Department’s web site at:
http://www.pl12.nysed.gov/osa/english/samplers

« Brief PowerPoint presentation describing the examination
IS available on the Department’s web site at:
http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/osa.english.sampler.new-
english-exam.pdf

 For any gquestions, please email us at:
emscassessinfo@mail.nysed.gov
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