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This memorandum provides information about the release of the New York State Education
Department’s Grades 3-8 English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics computer-based testing
(CBT) Question Samplers for the 2017-18 school year. The Question Samplers allow users to
practice answering questions in each grade/subject on a computer using previously released New
York State test questions. Educators, parents, and students will gain experience with the testing
tools and accommodations available in the computer-based testing environment.
After last year’s administration of operational CBT and field testing on computers, the Department
worked with participating schools to identify enhanced functionality that will make for an even
better experience for students and educators with CBT in the 2017-18 school year.
New for 2017-18:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Three Question Samplers per subject/grade level.
Three Question Samplers per subject/grade level for students who take computer-based
tests with the Answer Masking, Reverse Contrast, or Background Color accommodation.
Three Question Samplers per subject/grade level for students who take the computerbased tests with the Text-to-Speech accommodation.
Three Question Samplers for math in each of the five translated languages that can be
requested through NYSED’s online examination request system: Chinese (Traditional),
Haitian Creole, Korean, Russian, and Spanish.
Highlighting within passage that spans multiple questions now persists when viewing all
questions associated with that ELA passage.
The math reference sheet can be resized and moved around on-screen (undocked) while
students are answering math questions.

The updated Question Samplers, developed by NYSED’s contractor for the Grades 3-8
assessments, Questar Assessment Inc., can be accessed at:
https://ny.nextera.questarai.com/tds/#practice.

School participation in operational CBT and stand-alone field testing on computers remains
voluntary for spring 2018 and can be selected through NYSED’s online examination request
system. For operational testing, principals will be able to choose computer-based or paper-based
testing by grade and content area.
We encourage those schools and districts that believe they are technologically ready and have
classrooms that will benefit from a computer-based testing experience to administer operational
CBT and stand-alone field testing on computers in their schools. Details about technological
readiness as well as other CBT resources are available under “Resources” on the CBT Support
website: http://bit.ly/2fdm1dX.
You can review screen shots below to learn more about how to access practice tests in the
Question Samplers. Please send any questions or comments about the updated Question
Samplers to cbtsupport@nysed.gov.

New York State Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Testing Program Question Sampler

1. Selecting a Subject

2. Selecting a Grade

3. Selecting a Sampler

4. Starting a Sampler

5. Selecting an Accommodation (Guidance on CBT Accommodations is available here:
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2017/grades3-8cbt-accessibilityfeatures17.pdf.)

6. Selecting Testing Language (Math Only)

