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Test Blueprint: Regents Examination in Algebra | (Common Core)

The Regents Examination in Algebra | (Common Core) will consist of 86 total credits (points)
spread across 37 items. All items will measure the Common Core Algebra 1 standards as
defined by the “Traditional Pathway” specified in the PARCC Model Content Frameworks for
Mathematics (see http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/math/ccmath/parccmcf.pdf for
more information).

One of the major curricular shifts demanded by the Common Core for mathematics is a focus
on the major work of each course. That is, not all content in a given course is emphasized
equally in the standards. As noted in the PARCC Model Content Frameworks for Mathematics,
“Focus is critical to ensure that students learn the most important content completely, rather
than succumb to and overly broad survey of content.” In Algebra I, the major work of the
course includes those standards associated with the “Algebra” and “Functions” conceptual
categories. Additionally, the PARCC Model Content Frameworks for Mathematics specifies
which clusters within the Common Core mathematics standards should require more focus
during the academic year. As stated in the PARCC Model Content Frameworks for Mathematics,
“Some clusters require greater emphasis than the others based on the depth of the ideas, the
time that they take to master, and/or their importance to future mathematics or the demands
of college and career readiness.”

In creating the Regents Examination in Algebra | (Common Core), NYSED has built an exam that
allows educators to teach students the major work of the course and to focus on those
standards associated with clusters that require the greatest emphasis during the academic
year.

The test blueprint for the Regents Examination in Algebra | (Common Core) demonstrates
NYSED’s commitment to ensuring that educators are able to focus their instruction on the most
critical elements of the Algebra | course. Note, for example, that the majority of the credits on
the exam are associated with the Algebra and Functions conceptual categories, and that
relatively few credits are associated with the Number and Quantity and Statistics and
Probability conceptual categories.

Test Blueprint: Regents Examination in Algebra | (Common Core)

Conceptual Category Percent of Exam by Credits
Number and Quantity 2% - 8%
Algebra 50% - 56%
Functions 32% - 38%
Statistics and Probability 5% - 10%
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