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Small Student Focus Group
)
Hello, I’m ____________________ and I am here to learn about your school, in particular what is going well and what could be done better.  First, thank you for taking time to help us. I am going to ask you some questions, and I will write down your answers.  While I want to hear from everyone, you don’t have to answer a question that bothers you.  There are no right or wrong answers, and you will not be graded. Our talk should take less than one hour. What you tell me here, I will not tell anyone else. We will just talk between me and you.


Reviewer:

Participants present: (How many, what grades, levels, and subgroups?)



I’m going to start by asking you some questions about your school. 
1. School Leader’s S.M.A.R.T Goals/Mission and Long-Term Vision(SOP 2.2), (GradesK-4):
A. First, what do you like most about your school?  Is there anything you do not like?
B. Are adults at this school trying to make it better?(Probes: What do they say is good or bad?  What do they want to change?  How do you know what is important to them?  Do they say that learning is important?)  
C. What are you doing to help make the school better?  (Probes: What about other students?  What about your parents?)








School Leader’s S.M.A.R.T Goals/Mission and Long-Term Vision (SOP 2.2), (Grades 5-8):
A. First, how do you feel about your school?  Why do you feel this way?
B. What do adults say they want your school to be like?  (Probes: What do they say is good or bad?  What do they want to change?  What are they doing to make this change?  How do you know this change is important to them?  Do they say that learning is important?)
C. What are students doing to make your school better? (Probes: What do they say needs to change? What about your parents?) 






School and Teacher Leader Organization of Instructional Practices and Strategies(SOP 4.2); Instructional Practices Aligned to CCLS lead to Multiple Points of Access for Students(SOP 4.3); Instructional Planning and Student Participation in Learning through the Use of Data
(SOP 4.5);School Leader’s *S.M.A.R.T goals/mission and Long-Term Vision (SOP 2.2), (Grades 9-12):
A. First, how do you feel about your school?  Why do you feel this way?
B. What do adults say is important for your school to become excellent?  (Probes: What do they say needs to change or stay the same?  How do you know this is important to them?)
C. What are students doing to make your school better? (Probes: What do they say needs to change? What about your parents?) 







Now, I want to know how you feel about what happens in your classrooms.
Teacher & Student Creation of Learning Environment Tailored to Student Needs (SOP 4.4), (Grades K-4):
A. How do you feel about asking questions in class?  (Probes: Do you ask questions in class?  Why or why not? )
B. When a student gets something wrong in class, what happens?  How do you feel about this?  (Probe: Do you feel safe to try something new or hard?) 
C. How do you know you are doing good things in your classroom?  (Probe: What does the teacher say?  Are there any rewards?)
D. How do your teachers show that they understand who you are as a student and encourage you to do your best? 






Teacher & Student Creation of Learning Environment Tailored to Student Needs(SOP 4.4), (Grades5-8):
A. How do you feel about asking questions in class?  (Probes: Do you ask questions in your classes?  Why or why not?)
B. When you or other students make mistakes in class, what happens?  How do you feel about this? (Probe: Do you feel safe to try something you are not sure you can do?) 
C. How do you know you are doing good work in your classes?  (Probe: What do teachers say or do to let you know?)
D. How do your teachers show that they understand who you are as a student and encourage you to do your best? 













Teacher & Student Creation of Learning Environment Tailored to Student Needs (SOP 4.4), (Grades 9-12):
A. Do you ask questions in your classes?  Why or why not?
B. What happens when you or other students make mistakes in class? Does this make you reluctant or willing to risk doing something you are not sure you can do? (Probe: Can you provide an example of when your teacher asked a question that you did not know the answer to, and how did you get the answer?)
C. How do you know you are doing good work in your classes?
D. How do your teachers show that they understand who you are as a students and encourage you to do your best? 







To better understand how your teachers are helping you learn, I’m going ask some questions about examples of your work that you have brought with you.
School and Teacher Leader Organization of Instructional Practices and Strategies (SOP 4.2); Instructional Practices aligned to CCLS lead to Multiple Points of Access for Students(SOP 4.3); Instructional Planning and Student Participation in Learning through the Use of Data(SOP 4.5), (Grades K-4):
A. What did you bring?(Probes: Examples of work in what subjects?) What did you do for this assignment? What grade did you earn? Did you like that grade?) (Probe: What did you do well?  What could you have done better?)
B. Did you talk with your teacher about the grade?  What did your teacher say? What did you say?  (Probes: Did it help you understand what you did well and could have done better?  Did you talk with an adult at home?  Did your teacher talk with them?)
C. Are you going to try anything different to get a better grade?  (Probes: Can you do this assignment again?  What about the next assignment?  Does your teacher set goals for you?)





	
School and Teacher Leader Organization of Instructional Practices and Strategies (SOP 4.2); Instructional Practices aligned to CCLS lead to Multiple Points of Access for Students (SOP 4.3); Instructional Planning and Student Participation in Learning through the Use of Data (SOP 4.5), (Grades 5-8):
A. What did you bring? (Probes: Examples of work in what subjects?  What was the goal of this assignment?  What grade did you earn? Are you satisfied with that grade?)  (Probe: Why did you earn that grade? What could you have done better?  Are students involved the grading process?)
B. Did you have a private talk with your teacher about your grade(s)?  What did your teacher tell you? What did you say to your teacher?  (Probes: Did you discuss what you did well and could have done better?  Did you talk with an adult at home?  Did your teacher talk with them?)
C. Are you planning to do anything different to improve your grade(s)?  Why or why not?  (Probes: Can you do assignments again?  What about future assignments?  Does your teacher help you set goals?)





School and Teacher Leader Organization of Instructional Practices and Strategies (SOP 4.2); Instructional Practices aligned to CCLS lead to Multiple Points of Access for Students (SOP 4.3); Instructional Planning and Student Participation in Learning through the Use of Data (SOP 4.5), (Grades 9-12):
A. What did you bring? (Probes: Examples of work in what subjects?  Charts showing progress over time?)
B. Were you satisfied with your grades?  Were you satisfied with the grading process?  (Probes: Can you give an example of a fair and unfair grade from the folder?  What was the learning goal of the assignments? Do students have any say in determining the grading process?)
C. Have you had private conversations with your teachers about your grades?  What do they tell you? What did you say to your teachers?  (Probes: Did you discuss what you do well and could do better?  Do you talk with an adult at home about your grades?  Do your teachers talk with them?)
D. Are you planning to do anything different to improve your grades?  Why or why not?  (Probes: Can you do assignments again?  How do you go about setting academic goals?)





Now, I’m going to ask a few more questions about your school before we end.
2. SEDH vision aligned to curriculum or program (SOP 5.3); School Community collaborates and contributes to Safety and Learning aligned to the vision(SOP 5.4), (Grades K-4):

A. When you come to school, do you feel safe?  What about in your classroom?  (Probes: If no, what makes you afraid?  What could the school do to keep you safe?  If yes, what about school makes you feel safe?)  What else could help keep students safe?
B. When a student breaks school rules, what happens?  Is it fair? (Probes: Who gets blamed?  Who gets punished?)






 SEDH Vision aligned to Curriculum or Program (SOP 5.3); School Community collaborates and contributes to Safety and Learning aligned to the Vision (SOP 5.4),, (Grades 5-8):
A. Do you feel safe at your school?  What about in your classroom?(Probes: Describe what makes the school or classroom safe or unsafe.)  What else could be done to keep students safe?
B. When a student breaks school rules, what happens?  How do you feel about what happens? (Probes: Who gets blamed?  Who gets punished?  Are the rules fair?) 





SEDH vision aligned to curriculum or program (SOP 5.3); School Community Collaborates and Contributes to Safety and Learning Aligned to the Vision (SOP 5.4), (Grades 9-12):
A. What in your opinion makes the school feel safe or unsafe?  What else do you recommend be done to keep students safe at your school? What about in classrooms?
B. When a student breaks school rules, what happens?  What do you think should have happened? (Probes: Who gets blamed?  Who gets punished?  Are the rules fair?  Did students have any input into the rules?)

